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The information presented herein represents the view of the author as of the date of 
publication. It does not necessarily represent the view or marketing practices undertaken 
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I can’t promise that the information shared in this book is appropriate for you or anyone 
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or otherwise, that occur to you as a result of acting on information found on this site.

You agree that by following this guide the author is not responsible for the success or 
failure. You also agree that the author(s) are not responsible for any consequences resulting 
from using the information herein.
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I was first introduced to Crypto 
Currency in April 2013 when my 
good friend, Brad Gosse, told me 
about Bitcoin.  I haven’t looked 
back since and I honestly believe 
the potential it has to offer is 
beyond anything I have ever 
seen.

I was initially interested because 
of the de-centralised nature of 
it all but I soon realised the 
potential it  had to change 
currency and finance, as we 
know it, forever. 

"Crypto will change 
the world. 
The biggest shift in 
global finance is here"

Introduction

The last time I had such a feeling 
of excitement as I have about 
this business, is when I first 
started, way back, in my online 
adult business. I knew there 
was millions to be made. I just 
needed to find out how. It’s the 
same feeling I had when I sent 
my first email back in 1997. I 
knew this was a game changer and 
it wasn’t just all about the money. 
The blockchain technology I 
went on to learn about in that 
year made me convinced this 
was a serious game changer.

I finally started ‘mining’ crypto 
in October 2013. (More about 
mining later). In April 2013 
Bitcoin was trading around $120 
- $180.  In January that year it 
had never gone above $13.  It 
spiked on April 10  at $230. This 
was the time it all started kicking 
off with the banking crisis in 
Cyprus, when the banks started 
taking money out of people’s 
accounts. Those people had no 
choice in the matter. 

CRYPTO STARTER MANUAL
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The price went down again from $100 in May 
to $140 in early October.  So, I started getting 
involved about this time. 

By early November the price was above $200.
I knew the future was about to get interesting.

The next month was phenomenal. The price went 
from $200 to topping $1,250 around the end of 
November.  Amazing!  Brad and I had predicted 
a $500 Bitcoin by the year end, so, when it was 
over $1,000, we were very pleased!  During the 
following months it came down.  Early February 
it was trading around $820.  

Fast forward to July 2018 as I write this report it is 
trading around $8,000! Bitcoin has had a high of 
$20,000 in December 2017. Quite a roller coaster 
eh?

Personally I have had a roller coaster ride over the 
last three years. I launched an ICO before people 
even knew what an ICO was. In reality I was way 
too early and the business didn’t work. What my 
experience has given me with now over 5 years of 
being in this business is that crypto and blockchain 
technology are here to stay; it will change the 
world and I am well positioned to grow with the 
industry as it grows at a rapid rate.

Many great things have happened over the last 
five years.   Over the last 18 months things have 
really taken shape. Since the all time high price 
things have got serious. Big money is coming into 
the market now and big investment companies 
are really starting to take notice. Many companies 
are starting to take Bitcoin too.  You can pay for a 
Lamborghini in California with Bitcoin, as well as 
buy a computer from Dell computers.

Richard Branson even accepts Bitcoin for his Virgin 
Galactic flights!  The media interest in Bitcoin is 
amazing, too.  Not a day goes by without the press 
picking up on the latest Bitcoin news. 

There are so many opportunities with Bitcoin and 
the entire crypto business. People mine Bitcoins 
using high powered mining computers that work 
through complex algorithms.  Every 10 minutes 
there is a block of Bitcoins released. Each block 
contains 25 Bitcoins. There is currently over 
$15,000,000 being spent on electricity, worldwide, 
daily mining for Bitcoin.

INTRODUCTION
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How can you get into this 
market? Easily, actually.  There 
are so many resources around. 
However, many of them do over 
complicate things.  People who 
are not technical or don’t know 
about the world of crypto, often 
get put off  and stop continuing. 
This is why I am here. I want 
to bring Bitcoin and Crypto 
Currency to the masses. 

The de-centralised nature of 
Bitcoin means there are no 
central banks involved and no 
governments have (as of yet) 
any control over the currency.  
Although I missed out on the 
initial gold rush of Bitcoin, even 
5 years on and nearly ten years 
since the creation of Bitcoin 
I know we are only just at the 
beginning of the journey and the 
business of crypto.  

I hear so many stories of people 
who mined Bitcoin back when 
it first started in 2009.  People 
were mining thousands of 
Bitcoin when they were worth 
nothing. Those same Bitcoin are 
now worth millions of dollars. 
The famous singer, Lilly Allen, 

CRYPTO STARTER MANUAL
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Get ready 
for the 
ride.
It’s going to 
be an 
interesting 
one!

turned down an online streamed 
concert in exchange for payment 
in Bitcoin a few years ago. Those 
same Bitcoins would have been 
worth millions of pounds now.  
Maybe you saw in the news the 
story of a guy in Wales, in the 
UK, who mined 7,500 Bitcoins in 
2009 and threw away the hard 
drive, forgetting he had got 
them.  Only when he read all the 
news about the rising price of 
Bitcoin in the press did he realise 
he had thrown away a hard drive 
worth over $3,500,000.  Another 
guy from Norway spent $25 
buying Bitcoin in 2010 and went 
on to sell them late in 2013 for 
over $800,000!

So, like I say, although I missed 
out on all these wild stories 
of producing Bitcoin in the 
early days, things are only 
just beginning.  One of the 
interesting things about Bitcoin 
itself is that there will only ever 
be 21 million of them.  There 
are currently around seventeen 
million coins in existence and, 
every week that goes by, it gets 
harder and harder to produce 
them.  

Some people predict a single 
Bitcoin wil l  be worth over 
$100,000 some day.  (When I 
wrote the first version of this 
report people were predicting a 
$10,000 Bitcoin). Things change 
a great deal in crypto every 
month let alone over three 
years! Other analysts think it 
could go much further and some 
people even think there will be a 
$500,000 Bitcoin one day! 

So, yes, I am a Bitcoin (and 
Crypto Currency) fan and I think 
what we are seeing now, in this 
fascinating market, is only just 
the beginning.  We are at the 
very start of a whole new world 
of how we view currency. 

Credit cards and cash, in general, 
were never really designed to 
be used online.  Bitcoin and 
Crypto Currency is ideal for 
online transactions. Bitcoin’s 
minimal processing costs and 
fast transactions mean people 
can pay for goods and services 
completely electronically. 

If You Like Gold There Are Many 
Reasons You Should Like Bitcoin

INTRODUCTION
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About Mark

Welcome to your Crypto Starter Manual. My name is Mark Lyford 
and if you don’t know about me already, I thought I would share 
a little about myself.

I am as unconventional as unconventional comes... My business 
career has had its fair share of ups and downs but, all along, lessons 
have been learned and I live to share those lessons with everyone I 
can. I am an online business authority and Crypto Currency expert. 
I guess I am considered a veteran online, starting my business in 
1997 and being pointed in the right direction by my first mentor 
to ‘go where the money is’. I know that rule is still as relevant now, 
all these years on.

In the past few years I have been exposed to many life experiences 
that have changed the way I think about life and business and I 
believe those experiences can help others in their own lives. I live 
in Leicestershire in the UK with my two boys, aged 14 years and 18 
years, my girlfriend Gabi, three dogs and a parrot.

CRYPTO STARTER MANUAL
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Right.... 
Let’s get 
on with it

ABOUT MARK
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WHAT YOU WILL LEARN

The basic behind crypto currencies

What blockchain is (in simple terms)

What Bitcoin and Alt coins are

How big the market is

How to get started quickly

Security of crypto currencies

How to invest in crypto currencies

About many resources to continue your 
crypto journey

Much More.

CRYPTO STARTER MANUAL WHAT YOU WILL LEARN
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WHAT YOU WILL LEARN

A Crypto Currency is a digital 
medium of  exchange.  The 
first Crypto Currency to begin 
trading was Bitcoin in 2009. 
Since then, numerous crypto 
c u r r e n c i e s  h av e  b e c o m e 
available. Fundamentally, crypto 
currencies are specifications 
regarding the use of currency 
which seek to incorporate 
principles of  cryptography 
to implement a distributed, 
decentra l i sed  and  secure 
information economy. When 
comparing crypto currencies to 
fiat money, the most notable 
difference is in how no group or 
individual may accelerate, stunt, 
or, in any other way, significantly 
abuse the production of money.
Instead, only a certain amount 
of Crypto Currency is produced 
by the entire Crypto Currency 
system collectively, at a rate 
which is bound by a value, 
both prior defined and publicly 
known.

Dozens of Crypto Currency 
s p e c i f i cat i o n s  h ave  b e e n 
defined and most are similar to 
and derived from the first fully 
implemented Crypto Currency 
protocol, Bitcoin.

Within Crypto Currency systems, 
the safety, integrity, and balance 
of all ledgers is ensured by a 

swarm of mutually distrustful 
parties, referred to as miners, 
who are, for the most part, 
general members of the public, 
actively protecting the network 
by maintaining a high hash-rate 
difficulty for their chance at 
receiving a randomly distributed 
smal l  fee.  Subvert ing the 
underlying security of a Crypto 
Currency is mathematically 
possible, but the cost may be 
unfeasibly high.

For example, against Bitcoin’s 
proof-of-work based system, 
a n  at ta c ke r  wo u l d  n e e d 
computational power greater 
than that controlled by the 
entire swarm of miners in order 
to even have a chance, which 
means directly circumventing 
Bitcoin’s security may be a task 
well beyond even a technology 
company the size of Google.

Most crypto currencies are 
designed to gradually introduce 
new units of currency, placing an 
ultimate cap on the total amount 
of currency that will ever be in 
circulation. This is done both to 
mimic the scarcity (and value) 
of precious metals and to avoid 
hyper-inflation.

As  a  resu l t ,  such  crypto 
currencies tend to experience 
hyper-deflation as they grow 
in popularity and the amount 
of the currency in circulation 
approaches this finite cap. 
C o m p a re d  w i t h  o rd i n a r y 
currencies held by financial 
institutions or kept as cash on 
hand, crypto currencies are less 
susceptible to seizure by law 
enforcement.

Early attempts to integrate 
cryptography with electronic 
money were made by David 
Chaum, via DigiCash and ecash, 
which used cryptography to 
anonymise electronic money 
t ra n s a c t i o n s ,  a l b e i t  w i t h 
centralised issuing and clearing.

The first Crypto Currency was 
Bitcoin, which was created 
in 2009 by pseudonymous 
developer Satoshi Nakamoto, 
and used SHA-256 as its proof-
of-work scheme.

Later on, other major crypto 
currencies, such as Namecoin 
(an attempt at a decentralised 
DNS, which would make internet 
censorship very  d i ff icult ) , 
Litecoin (which uses scrypt as a 
proof-of-work, as well as having 
faster transaction confirmations) 
were created. Many more now 
exist

WHAT ARE CRYPTO 
CURRENCIES?

WHAT ARE CRYPTO CURRENCIES CRYPTO STARTER MANUAL
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HOW CRYPTO 
CURRENCIES WORK

At first, it is hard to get your head around how Bitcoin actually works 
and functions as a currency. Hopefully this infographic helps! You can 
download the full size infographic below, here: 
https://go.blockenomics.com/howBitcoinworks
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HOW CRYPTO 
CURRENCIES WORK

The reason why crypto currencies 
are in such demand right now 
is because Satoshi Nakamoto 
successfully found a way to 
build a decentralised digital cash 
system. A decentralised system 
means the network is powered 
by its users without having any 
third party, central authority 
or middleman controlling it. 
Not the central bank or the 
government has power over 
this system.
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WHAT IS THE VALUE?

CROWD FUNDING

The value of crypto currencies are dependent on 
the market, where the prices of various crypto 
currencies vary a lot and is one of the most 
fluctuating and volatile markets to date. The 
reality of the value of anything is that it’s all about 
supply and demand. The price of crypto currencies 
like any other products is dependent on demand 
and supply. If more people demand a particular 
currency and it is short in supply, then the value 

increases. More units are mined by miners to 
balance the flow. However, most currencies limit 
the supply of their tokens.
For instance the total amount of Bitcoin issued 
is only 21 million. Therefore Bitcoin’s supply will 
decrease in time and will reach its final number by 
2140. It also explains why Bitcoin’s value is higher 
as compared to other crypto currencies.

what is Crypto Currency used for?

Crypto Currencies can be spent for different purposes and the best part is, all transac-
tions are completed online. There are 3 different transactions that can be performed 
when using Crypto Currency:

PERSONAL SPENDINGTRADING

NOW YOU MAY 
BE WONDERING

CRYPTO STARTER MANUAL
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Bitcoin trading can be very profitable for both 
professionals and beginners. 

The market is new, where arbitrage and margin 
trading is widely available. The currency’s high 
volatility has also played a major role in bringing 
new investors to the trading market.

You can use Bitcoin to purchase almost 
anything! From buying cars to travelling the 
world.

In December 2013, a Tesla model S was purchased 
for a reported 91.4 Bitcoins. The dealer, located in 
California continues to accept Bitcoin as a means 
of payment. They have since managed to sell a 
Lamborghini Gallardo for 126.8 Bitcoins.

You can also travel the world using Bitcoins! Just 
head to www.cheapair.com. On 22 November 
2013, they announced that they would be the first 
online travelling agency accepting Bitcoin. You are 
able to purchase flights, hotels, car rentals and 
cruises. You can even book the whole package.

   

Crypto Currency also provides the chance for you 
to give back to society. How? By crowd funding.

You are able to be part of someone’s success story 
by donating to a crypto crowd funding project. 
Companies such as Lighthouse have built their 
crowd funding platform using Bitcoin.

The perks of donating through this system are you 
will not be charged for your donation and funds 
will not be released unless the project meets its 
criteria. You are also able to withdraw from the 
campaign before its completion.

You have complete control over the donation. 
Examples of successful funding campaigns are 
from Dogecoin, which includes campaigns run 
for Nascar driver Josh Wise.

TRADING PERSONAL SPENDING

CROWD FUNDING

Compared to other financial currencies, Bitcoin 
has very little barrier to entry. If you already own 
Bitcoin, no verification is required and you can 
start trading almost instantly. Moreover, Bitcoin 
is not fiat currency. This simply means the price 
is not related to the economy or policies of any 
single country.

And unlike stock markets, there are no official 
Bitcoin Exchanges. Instead, hundreds of Bitcoin 
Exchanges operate 24/7 around the world. 
Because of no official Exchanges, this results in no 
official Bitcoin price where the currency is known 
for its rapid and frequent price movements. We 
will talk more about trading and investing later 
on in this report.

WHAT IS THE  VALUE
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WHY CRYPTO CURRENCY?
Apart from Crypto Currency being very secure and 
run through a decentralised network, there are 
other reasons as to why crypto currencies may 
be the most talked about topic around at the 
moment. It has also been considered as potentially 
an investment vehicle, which may garner massive 
returns. (Things go down as well as up though).

You have probably never heard of Erik Finman. 
Erik is a teenage Bitcoin millionaire who started 
picking up Bitcoin at only $12 a piece back in May 
2011, when he was just 12 years old. He received 
the Bitcoin as a tip from his brother and a $1,000 
gift from his grandmother.

He now reportedly owns 403 Bitcoins, which holds 
a value of circa $2.8 million and some change.

There are various concrete reasons why you 
should invest in Crypto Currency. Firstly are 
its transactional properties. Crypto Currency 
transaction is fast and global. Transactions are 
propagated immediately in the network and are 

confirmed within minutes. Since the transactions 
are managed by a global network of computers, 
they do not take into account your physical 
location. It is possible for you to send your Crypto 
Currency to someone in your vicinity, or even if 
they are living on the other side of the world.

Secondly are their monetary properties. The 
currencies are in controlled supply thus there 
is a high chance that the value of the currencies 
appreciates over time. As mentioned earlier, 
Bitcoin will somehow reach its final number 
somewhere in 2140.

Third is their revolutionary property. You have 
more control of what is going on in your account 
and how the system works and operate. This 
is due to the decentralised network of peers 
which keeps a consensus on account balances 
and the transactions made. As compared to your 
physical bank account, which can be changed and 
controlled by people you don’t see and governed 
by rules you don’t even know.

I TRUST BITCOIN 

MORE THAN I 

TRUST MY BANK

CRYPTO STARTER MANUAL WHY CRYPTO CURRENCY
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BLOCKCHAIN

Blockchain technology is the key to all Crypto 
Currency. This technology will change the world 
as we know it. The possibilities are endless with 
how this technology can be used. Not just for 
financial / currency based uses but for many other 
industry based requirements. There are already 
companies embracing blockchain technology. For 
instance, an Italian wine producer is now giving 
its customers the chance to track their bottle of 

wine via the blockchain to see exactly how the 
bottle was produced, from where and on what 
date. Blockchain technology works by managing 
and maintaining a growing set of data blocks; this 
is done by using the decentralised (or known as 
the P2P - Peer–to-Peer) network. In blockchain, 
once a piece of data is recorded, it cannot be 
edited or changed.

of the historical transaction: The Blockchain.
The blockchain can be likened to an online ledger, 
where all transactions are recorded and made 
visible to the whole network.

This comes to show that crypto currencies are 
not secured by people or trust, but by complex 
mathematical equations. It is very secure and it’s  
highly unlikely that the address of a currency is 
compromised.

Only miners are able to confirm a transaction. This 
is their role in the Crypto Currency network. They 
record transactions, verify them and disperse the 
transactional information in the network.              
For every completed transaction monitored and 
facilitated by the miners, they are rewarded with 
a token of Crypto Currency, for instance with 
Bitcoins.

To put it in simpler terms, it enables you to 
send the value of a gold coin via email. The P2P 
network is a consensus network, which allows a 
new payment system and the transactions of new 
digital money.

Let’s illustrate an example. Crypto Currency like 
Bitcoin consists of its own network of peers. 
Every peer has a record of the complete history 
of all transactions as well as the balance of every 
account.

By the end of every transaction and upon 
confirmation, the transaction is known almost 
immediately by the whole network. A transaction 
includes a process where A gives X amount of 
Bitcoins to B, and is signed by A’s private key; next, 
a transaction is broadcasted in the network. The 
information is sent from one peer to every other 
peer on the network.

Confirmation is a critical stage in the Crypto 
Currency system. Confirmation is everything. 
When the transaction is not confirmed, it has the 
possibility of being hacked and forged.

When a transaction is confirmed, it is set in stone. 
It can’t be reversed, it is impossible to be hacked, it 
is not forgeable as it is part of a permanent record 

SINCE MINERS PLAY A MAJOR 
ROLE IN THE CRYPTO CURRENCY 
SYSTEM, LET’S LOOK AT THEIR 

ROLE IN MORE DETAIL.
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WHAT ARE MINERS DOING?

First and foremost, principally anyone can be a miner. Miners 
are needed because of the nature of the decentralised 
network where they have no authority to delegate tasks and 
the Crypto Currency needs some kind of system to prevent 
any form of network abuse. For instance, a person may create 
thousands of peers and spread forged transactions. It will 
disrupt the system immediately.

In order for you to be a miner, you would need to solve a 
cryptologic puzzle which is a set of very complex mathematical 
questions set by Satoshi Nakamato himself. If you successfully 
solved the puzzle, as a miner, you can build a block and add 
it to the blockchain.

The miner is also given permission to add a Crypto Currency 
transaction to the system which automatically grants him a 
specific number of Bitcoins. This is the only way to create valid 
Bitcoins. Bitcoins can only be generated if a miner can solve a 
cryptographic puzzle. The level of difficulty increases with the 
amount of computer power the miners invest.

MORE 
ABOUT 
MINING 
LATER.

CRYPTO STARTER MANUAL WHAT ARE MINERS DOING?
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BLOCKCHAIN 
WILL CHANGE 
THE WORLD

1

One of the neatest things about the 
blockchain is that it’s accessible to anyone. 
That’s how it works, and how it validates 
transactions and changes. That also means 
that anything that takes advantage of this 
technology will embrace transparency and 
cultivate trust. Anyone can see anything 
that takes place, which means if it happens 
there, it can’t be truly hidden.

IT WILL HELP CREATE AN 
ATMOSPHERE OF 
TRUST AND TRANSPARENCY

2

Fraud is a constant issue in the world. 
Entire countries can have their cards 
blocked by international businesses due 
to the prevalence of crime. However, 
transactions based on the blockchain 
are practically impossible to manipulate. 
Once something has made it in, it can’t 
be changed. All the computers connected 
to it must agree that something is on 
the chain for it to exist. This makes any 
ledgers or similar documents placed on 
almost beyond questioning, which can be 
critical in things such as vote counting or 
accounting.

PERMANENCE, LEADING TO 
FRAUD PROTECTION

Crypto currencies might be in the spotlight, but when it comes to changing the world, blockchain 
technology is what you should watch, whether you’re a businessman looking to get in on the ground 
floor, or a tech enthusiast who wants a peek at what the future will bring. Here are 7 ways this 
development can and will change the way the world works:

CRYPTO STARTER MANUAL
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3

6

4

7

5

The problem with most current 
world systems is that they 
require someone else to confirm 
a transaction, and is where 
many companies make a lot of 
money. That’s unnecessary for 
something on the blockchain. 
It’s a “trustless” system, which 
can feel like a misnomer, as it 
merely means that no third 
party needs to exist to validate 
authenticity. All a transaction 
needs, whether it’s an exchange 
of goods or a new entry into a 
log, is for all the peers on the 
chain to agree to it.

Businesses around the world 
make a lot of money off nickels 
and dimes. Every transaction 
costs a little bit of money, 
which goes straight into their 
pockets. While it doesn’t hurt, 
it will eventually add up. With 
blockchains,  there are no 
transaction fees. Overhead 
costs are reduced, resulting in 
a more affordable world, which 
means that money can be spent 
on other things.

The problem with having a third-
party authenticate something 
is that it takes time. It might 
not seem like a lot for one 
person, but when scaled up, it 
can take days or even weeks 
for something to get verified. 
This can cause a small business 
to stumble on a big deal, or 
represent a tremendous setback 
for a big one. With blockchain 
based technology, that won’t 
happen. Deals can resolve in 
the blink of an eye, which lets 
everyone involved be more 
efficient.

There are a lot of systems 
around the world that could 
be charitably described as 
“disorganised”. It’s the result 
of a long history, coupled with 
inability to shut said systems 
down, has created a black 
hole of cobbled together rules 
and patches. It works, but it 
works inefficiently. However, a 
system built on the blockchain 
will lack these weaknesses. As 
it can serve as a shared ledger, 
universal data can be publicly 
shared,  a l lowing mult ip le 
agencies to access said data at 
a glance.

These are only a few of 
the ways that blockchains 
will change the way things 
work. The transition may 
take time, but change 
will come eventually - 
and those ready to take 
advantage of that change 
may f ind themselves 
braced to make a fortune.

One of the best benefits of 
having anything based on the 
blockchain is that it’s superbly 
available. It ’s decentralised, 
which means that even if one 
computer goes down or offline, 
the other peers can keep up 
the work. All the information is 
always ready for access, which 
can be great for businesses 
that need round-the-clock 
performance.

FREEDOM THROUGH 
DECENTRALISATION

A MORE AFFORDABLE 
WORLD

GREATER 
EFFICIENCY

SIMPLER WAYS 
TO DO THINGS

LITTLE TO NO 
DOWNTIME

CRYPTO STARTER MANUAL BLOCKCHAIN WILL CHANGE THE WORLD
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CURRENCIES / COINS / TOKENS

BITCOINS ARE USED BY DRUG BARONS 
AND TERRORISTS FOR MONEY LAUNDERING.

THE MAJORITY OF ALL BITCOINS 
ARE HELD BY JUST A FEW HUNDRED PEOPLE.

The rapid rise in the use of digital currencies like Bitcoin means there is a lot of misunderstanding 
about them. Some investment experts believe the bubble will inevitably burst, but others feel some 
exposure to digital currencies is essential for a balanced portfolio. Personally I believe we are just 
at the beginning and Crypto Currencies are here to stay.

HERE ARE SOME OF THE COMMON MYTHS ABOUT BITCOIN AND DIGITAL COINS:

Although the identity of Bitcoin owners is protected, all transactions take place in 
public. That’s not ideal if you’re a criminal trying to keep your activities under wraps. 
Most Exchanges follow Anti Money Laundering (AML) and Know Your Customer (KYC) 
procedures when registering new users nowadays. Law enforcement agencies are 
monitoring Exchanges for criminal activity, so Bitcoin isn’t a safe haven for money 
obtained through drug dealing and other criminal activity. This argument is flawed 
too. I think most governments would like to get rid of cash altogether but I can't see 
the people accepting it (I hope they don’t); any illegal activity using crypto currencies 
is no different to any illicit trade done by cash.

A few billionaires are known to hold huge quantities of Bitcoins, but it’s impossible to 
say how heavily concentrated ownership is. One person may have hundreds of wallets, 
and one wallet may hold Bitcoins belonging to thousands of different people. The 
anonymity of ownership means no one can say for sure how many coins a person owns.

CRYPTO STARTER MANUAL
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BITCOIN ISN’T SAFE FROM HACKERS.

THE PRICE OF BITCOINS IS TOO HIGH AND WILL COLLAPSE.

DIGITAL CURRENCIES ARE BAD FOR THE ENVIRONMENT.

There have been press reports of the theft of digital currencies over the past couple of 
years, but there’s very little to worry about when it comes to hacking. When Bitcoins are 
transferred from one person to another there are a series of checks made in relation to 
previous transactions. The blockchain architecture behind digital currencies means they 
are very secure. In theory, it’s possible for a hacker to access the blockchain code, but this 
would require a huge amount of computer power. If you follow my security and wallets 
steps in this manual you will be able to prevent attack from any hackers or thieves.

There have been rumours of a crash in the price of digital coins since they first appeared. 
Market price corrections and fluctuations in Bitcoin values have happened, but the 
general trend has been upward. The biggest fall in the price of Bitcoin was between 
December 2017 and January 2018, but many experts predict that the Crypto Currency 
will have recovered and peaked even higher by the end of 2018. My personal opinion 
is that it will have another all time high price by the end of 2018.

Bitcoin mining uses vast amounts of computer power to solve complex puzzles, this is 
true. Some experts claim that the majority of the processing power is based in China and 
is fuelled by the burning of coal. This, in turn, accelerates global warming due to carbon 
dioxide produced in the process. Things aren’t quite as bad as some environmentalists 
claim though, and increased use of sustainable energy is being driven by greater use of 
digital currencies. The mining of zinc ore, used in the production of traditional coins, 
also has a serious impact on the environment. Use of paper for banknotes means vast 
areas of forests and woodland have been destroyed over the years.

If you’re considering investing in Bitcoin, it’s important to understand that prices 
are volatile and that it’s highly speculative. Understanding the myths and the truth 
about digital currencies can help you decide if they are right for you.

BITCOIN WILL REPLACE CASH AND CREDIT CARDS.

Some technology experts predict that cash and traditional forms of payment will be 
replaced by digital currencies in the next few years. However, digital coins currently lack 
some essential properties they need to have to become a universal payment system. 
The way Bitcoin currently works means that the number of transactions that can be 
handled per minute is limited. The transaction costs also mean that digital coins aren’t 
suitable for small purchases. Cash and credit cards are likely to be around for many 
years to come. However,  as blockchain technology grows at a rapid rate, it’s very likely 
there will be a real solution to using crypto and blockchain for everyday payments. 
Bitcoin however is not that and in my opinion will become a gold reserve type currency.
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BITCOIN

Bitcoin is the daddy of all 
crypto. It has the biggest 
market share and the biggest 
price and has historically 
had the largest value. As the 
first ever Crypto Currency 
invented it remains by far 
the most sought after Crypto 
Currency to date. Bitcoin is 
known as the digital gold 
standard  in  the  Cr ypto 
Currency network. Over the 
years of Bitcoin’s existence, 
i ts  value has f luctuated 
tremendously from zero to 
over $20,000 per Bitcoin to 
date. Its transaction volume 
has also reached 250,000 
daily transactions peaking at 
500,000 transactions per day 
during December 2017.

M e d i a  c o m p a n i e s  a n d 
investment firms in South 
Korea, India, Australia and 
Japan have started discussing 
on how Bitcoin may surpass 
the value of certain f iat 
currencies in the future as an 
alternative monetary system.

ASSET RESEARCH
& START-UP

ABC NEWS, A NATIONAL NEWS 
SERVICE IN AUSTRALIA, HAVE 
ALSO REPORTED RECENTLY 
IT IS LIKELY FOR BITCOIN TO 
REPLACE EVEN THE USD IN THE 
NEXT 10 YEARS IF IT SUSTAINS 
ITS CURRENT EXPONENTIAL 

GROWTH

CRYPTO STARTER MANUAL
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ALT COINS

The world of Crypto Currency 
has always revolved around 
Bitcoin until recently. There 
are now over 1700 alt coins1. 
There are many alt  coins 
that I like. Many coins offer 
different features and technical 
benefits. Check out my book 
Blockenomics for my thoughts 
on many of the different alt 
coins out there. Today however, 
we will only discuss the top 6 
most prominent alt currencies 
in the market.

THE 6 CRYPTO
CURRENCIES ARE:

Created by Vitalik Buterin, it 
has scored itself the second 
spot in the hierarchy of crypto 
currencies. This digital currency 
launched in 2015. Ethereum is an 
open-source, public, blockchain 
based distributed computing 
platform and operating system 
featur ing smart  contract 
(scripting) functionality. It 
supports a modified version 
of the Nakamoto consensus 
via transaction-based state 
transitions.

Like Bitcoin, Ethereum is a part 
of a blockchain network. The 
main difference between the 
two currencies is that Bitcoin 
blockchain focuses on tracking 
ownership of the digital currency 
while Ethereum blockchain 
focuses  on  running  the 
programming code or network.

Instead of having to build an 
entirely original blockchain for 
each new application, Ethereum 
enables the development 
of thousands of different 

applications in a single platform. 
In the Ethereum blockchain, 
miners work to earn Ether. Ether 
is a crypto token that helps run 
the network.

Another use of the Ethereum 
blockchain is its ability to 
decentralise any services that 
are centralised. For instance, 
Ethereum is able to decentralise 
services like loans provided by 
banks, online transactions using 
Paypal as well as voting systems 
and much more.

Ethereum can also be used 
to bui ld a Decentral ised 
Autonomous Organisation (DAO). 
A DAO is a fully autonomous 
organisation without a leader. 
DAOs are run by programming 
codes on a collection of smart 
contracts written in the Ethereum 
blockchain. DAO is designed 
to replace  the structure of a 
traditional organisation and like 
Bitcoin, eliminating the need for 
people and a centralised control.

ETHEREUM

Ethereum 

Litecoin

Monero

Ripple

EOS

NEO

CRYPTO STARTER MANUAL ALT COINS
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When the currency was first 
launched in 2011, it aspired 
to be the ‘silver’ to Bitcoin’s 
‘gold’. Litecoin also recorded 
the highest market cap of any 
other mined Crypto Currency, 
(after Bitcoin) after its launch.

The main reason of Litecoin’s 
creation is to make up what 
Bitcoin lacked. The main 
difference between Litecoin 
and Bitcoin is the 2.5 minute 
time to generate a block 
for Litecoin, as opposed to 
Bitcoin’s 10 minutes.

For miners and technical 
experts, the Litecoin possesses 
a very important difference to 
Bitcoin, and that is a more 
improved work algorithm 
which speeds up the hashing 
power and system altogether.

One of the biggest advantages 
that Litecoin possesses is that 
it can handle a higher volume 
of transactions thanks to its 
algorithm. The faster block 
time also prevents double 
spending attacks.

While Litecoin fai led to 
secure and maintain its 
second place after Bitcoin, 
it is still actively mined and 
traded and is bought by 
investors as a backup in case 
Bitcoin fails. The current 
value of Litecoin is $772. I 
personally like Litecoin and 
think it has the potential 
to grow in valuation even 
further, so Litecoin is part 
of my personal long-term 
holding plan.

Firstly, a third party cannot make 
any changes to the data. The system 
is also tamper and corruption proof. 
This is because Ethereum is built 
based on a network formed around 
a consensus as a result, making 
censorship impossible.

Secondly, just l ike Bitcoin, 
Ethereum is backed up by secure 
cryptography. Therefore, the 
applications are well protected 
against any form of hacking.

Ethereum provides a decentralised 
Turing-complete virtual machine, 
the Ethereum Virtual Machine 
(EVM), which can execute scripts 
using an international network of 
public nodes. “Gas”, an internal 
transaction pricing mechanism, is 
used to mitigate spam and allocate 
resources on the network.

Despite some technical growth 
issues, I think that Ethereum has 
a far bigger chance of growing in 
price percentage wise than Bitcoin 
does, although it faces some hefty 
competition from other Crypto 
platforms looking to take over. 
Nevertheless, Ethereum is part 
of my personal long-term holding 
plan.

LITECOIN

WHAT ARE THE MOST 
OBVIOUS BENEFITS OF 
ETHEREUM?

ALT COINS CRYPTO STARTER MANUAL
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This digital  currency was 
launched in 2014 and its main 
goal was to create an algorithm 
to add the privacy features that 
are missing in Bitcoin. Monero 
invented a system known as 
the “ring signatures” to conceal 
the identity of its senders and 
recipients.

Ring signatures combine a user’s 
private account keys with public 
keys obtained from Monero’s 
blockchain to create a ring of 
possible signers that would not 
allow outsiders to link a signature 
to a specific user.

While Monero users have the 
ability to keep their transactions 
private, they are also able to share 
their information selectively. Every 
Monero account has a “view key”, 
which allows anyone holding it to 
view the account’s transactions.

Initially, the ring signature 
system concealed the senders 
and recipients involved in the 
Monero transactions without 

hiding the amount being 
transferred.However, an updated 
and improved version of the 
ring signature system known as 
“Ring CT” enabled the value of 
individual transactions, as well as 
its recipients, to be hidden.

Apart from ring signatures, Monero 
also improved its privacy settings by 
using “Stealth Addresses”, which 
are randomly generated, one time 
addresses. These addresses are 
created for each transaction on 
behalf of the recipients.

With this feature, the recipients 
use a single address and 
transactions they receive go to 
separate, unique addresses. This 
way, Monero transactions cannot 
be linked to the published address 
of the recipients.

By providing a high level of 
privacy, Monero allows each unit 
of its individual currency to be 
exchanged between one another. 
Meaning, each of its coin has the 
same value.

Like the other crypto currencies, 
Monero offers interested parties 
to mine blocks. Individuals may 
choose to join a mining pool, 
or they may mine Monero by 
themselves.

Anyone with a computer can mine 
Monero, as they do not require 
any specific hardware or specific 
integrated circuits like Bitcoin. 
Instead, Monero utilises a Proof-
of-Work (PoW) algorithm that is 
designed to accept a wide range 
of processors, a feature which was 
included to ensure that mining 
was open to all parties.

The current value of the currency 
is now $1273. Monero has received 
the acceptance of multiple 
dark web marketplaces and has 
generated its own fan base due 
to its privacy settings. Therefore, 
it is less speculative as compared 
to other digital currencies and 
traders purchase Monero as a 
hedge for other crypto currencies.

MONERO

CRYPTO STARTER MANUAL ALT COINS
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Ripple is actually a technology 
that has a dual function; as a 
digital currency as well as a digital 
payment network for financial 
transactions. It was launched in 
2012 and co-founded by Chris 
Larsen and Jed McCaleb. The 
Crypto Currency coin under 
Ripple is labeled as XRP.

Unlike the other crypto currencies, 
Ripple operates on an open-source 
and a peer-to-peer decentralised 
platform which allows a transfer of 
money in any form, both fiat and 
Crypto Currency.

Ripple uses a middleman in 
the currency transactions. The 
medium (the middleman) known 
as “Getaway” acts as a link in the 
network between two parties 
wanting to make a transaction.

Ripple’s digital coin, XRP, acts as a 
bridge for other currencies which 
includes both fiat and crypto 
currencies. In Ripple’s network, 
any currency can be exchanged 
between one another.

If user X wants Bitcoins as the form 
of payment for his services from Y, 
then Y does not necessarily have 
to possess Bitcoins. Y can pay X to 
X’s Gateway using US Dollars or 
any other currencies. X will then 
receive Bitcoins converted from 
the US Dollars from his Gateway.
The nature of Ripple’s network and 
its systems exposes its users to 
certain risks. Even though you are 
able to exchange any currencies, 
the Ripple network does not run 
with a proof-of-work system like 
Bitcoin. Instead, transactions are 
heavily reliant on a consensus 
protocol in order to validate 
account balances and transactions 
on the system.

But Ripple does improve some 
features of traditional banks. 
Namely,  t ransact ions  are 
completed within seconds on 
a Ripple network even though 
the system handles millions of 
transactions frequently.

Unlike traditional banks, even a 
wire transfer may take up days 
or weeks to complete. The fee to 
conduct transactions on Ripple 
is also very minimal, as opposed 
to large fees charged by banks to 
complete cross-border payments.

RIPPLE

TO SHUT 

DOWN 

CRYPTO 

CURRENCIES 

IS TO SHUT 

DOWN THE 

INTERNET

ALT COINS CRYPTO STARTER MANUAL
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EOS.IO is a software that introduces a blockchain 
architecture designed to enable vertical and 
horizontal scaling of decentralised applications 
(the “EOS.IO Software”). This is achieved through 
a construct which acts like an operating system 
upon which applications can be built. The software 
provides accounts, authentication, databases, 
asynchronous communication and the scheduling 
of applications across multiple CPU cores and 
clusters. The resulting technology is a blockchain 
architecture that has the potential to scale to millions 
of transactions per second, eliminating user fees 
and allowing for the quick and easy deployment of 
decentralised applications. To date, EOS has raised 
over US $1bn from the sale of its tokens. Many 
people think EOS could be serious competition to 
Ethereum’s blockchain technology. As I write, EOS 
is getting ready to launch many of its projects and 
time will tell whether it has pulled it off. One of the 
big things that EOS has going for it is its development 
team, which consists of many of the smartest industry 
veterans.

NEO is a non-profit community-based blockchain 
project that utilises blockchain technology and digital 
identity to digitise assets, automate the management 
of digital assets using smart contracts and create a 
“smart economy” with a distributed network.

NEO was founded in 2014 and went real-time open-
source on GitHub in June 2015. Since its inception, 
the NEO team has experienced both the upsurge and 
boom of the blockchain industry and the frenzy and 
cooling of the digital money market, which believes 
that technology drives progress and that the future 
will be created together. Motivated by this, NEO has 
been created to shift our traditional economy into 
the new era of the “Smart Economy”.

I personally see massive potential in NEO and am a 
big fan, as the technology behind it has the potential 
to challenge any of the other blockchain technology 
on the current market. As a result, NEO is part of my 
personal long-term holding plan.

EOS NEO

BITCOIN CAPTURED THE IMAGINATION OF SOME, 
STUCK FEAR AMONG OTHERS, AND CONFUSED THE 
HECK OUT OF THE REST. THE TRUTH IS, 
IT'S HAPPENING AND IT'S HERE TO STAY.

CRYPTO STARTER MANUAL ALT COINS
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MINING

Before we begin, please understand that most 
Bitcoin users don’t mine! Bitcoin mining is 
a business and a very competitive one. The 
Bitcoin mining industry is now dominated by 
multi million dollar business. Mining only makes 
sense if you plan to do it for fun and, thus, don’t 
care if you make a profit, or if you can do it very 
efficiently and for a profit.

If you want to get Bitcoins based on a fixed amount 
of mining power, but you don’t want to run the 
actual hardware yourself, you can purchase a 
mining contract.

Alt coin mining however, is more realistic to 
do for turning a profit. Depending on what alt 
coin you are looking to mine, a variety of mining 
possibilities are out there. I could (and maybe 
will one day) write a whole report about mining 
and this is not the purpose of this book; however, 
if you want to find out more information about 
mining, join my free inner circle group. You can 
find details at the end of this report.

GPU’S (GRAPHICAL PROCESSING UNITS): 
Soon it was discovered that high end graphics 
cards were much more efficient at Bitcoin mining 
and the landscape changed. CPU Bitcoin mining 
gave way to the GPU. The massively parallel 
nature of some GPUs allowed for a 50 - 100 times 
increase in Bitcoin mining power while using far 
less power per unit of work. While any modern 
GPU can be used to mine, the AMD line of GPU 
architecture turned out to be far superior to the 
nVidia architecture for mining Bitcoins and the ATI 
Radeon HD 5870 turned out to be the most cost 
effective choice at the time.

FPGA’S (FIELD PROGRAMMABLE GATE 
ARRAY): As with the CPU to GPU transition, the 
Bitcoin mining world progressed up the technology 
food chain to the Field Programmable Gate Array. 
With the successful launch of the Butterfly Labs 
FPGA ‘Single’, the Bitcoin mining hardware 
landscape gave way to specially manufactured 
hardware dedicated to mining Bitcoins. While the 
FPGAs didn’t enjoy a 50 - 100 times increase in 
mining speed, as was seen with the transition from 
CPUs to GPUs, they provided a benefit through 
power efficiency and ease of use. A typical 600 
MH/s graphics card consumed upwards of 400w 
of power, whereas, a typical FPGA mining device 
would provide a hash rate of 826 MH/s at 80w of 
power. That 5 times improvement allowed the first 
large Bitcoin mining farms to be constructed at 
an operational profit. The Bitcoin mining industry 
was born.

CPU’S (COMPUTER PROCESSING UNITS): 
In the beginning, mining with a CPU was the only 
way to mine Bitcoins. Mining this way, via the 
original Satoshi client, is how the Bitcoin network 
started. This method is no longer viable now that 
the network difficulty level is so high. You might 
mine for years and years without earning a single 
coin.

BITCOIN MINING HARDWARE

CRYPTO STARTER MANUAL
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THE TRUTH 
ABOUT 
MINING
Honestly, Bitcoin mining is an arms race. We used to 
have miners that cost over £100,000 ($150,000) in our 
offices that simply are not worth plugging in. Why? 
Because they cost more in electricity than they would 
ever produce in Bitcoin!

I remember when the first ASIC miners came out. We 
were excited to see 5 Gh machines (Gh = Giga Hashes) 
and the maths are the same as hard drives space. i.e 5 
Giga hash, 5 term hash etc.)

We spent many thousands of dollars on 500 Gh 
machines. Now, like I say, they are not worth plugging 
in. They were not worth plugging in within 4-5 months.

The machines we then went on to mine were 5 Th 
machines (10 times more powerful) and, come the end 
of the year, they were not worth running.

The mining industry is always waiting for the next batch 
of new machines to come through. And, with mining, 
you have to get first mover’s advantage. You have to be 
in at the beginning of new machines coming out. If not, 
your profitability will be hit, big time. So, like I say, it’s an 
arms race that you have to keep on top of. The two main 
factors of mining are: power cost and hashing power.

Within a couple of years since us mining, things 
are massively different again. The mining industry 
surrounding Bitcoin is dominated by large mining 
companies. There are far more easier and profitable 
ways to be involved in Bitcoin! :) As I have said previously, 
alt coin mining is different, depending on what you want 
to mine. Join my free Blockenomics inner circle group 
as we will be talking about alt coin mining in depth.

ASIC’S: The Bitcoin mining world is 
now solidly in the Application Specific 
Integrated Circuit (ASIC) era. An ASIC is a 
chip designed specifically to do one thing 
and one thing only. Unlike FPGA’s, an ASIC 
cannot be repurposed to perform other 
tasks. An ASIC designed to mine Bitcoins 
can only mine Bitcoins and will only ever 
mine Bitcoins. The inflexibility of an ASIC 
is offset by the fact that it offers a 100 
times increase in hashing power while 
reducing power consumption compared 
to all the previous technologies.

Unlike all the previous generations of 
hardware preceding it, ASIC is the “end 
of the line” when it comes to disruptive 
technology. CPUs were replaced by GPUs 
which were, in turn, replaced by FPGAs 
which were replaced by ASICs. There is 
nothing to replace ASICs now or even 
in the immediate future. There will be 
stepwise refinement of the ASIC products 
and increases in efficiency, but nothing 
will offer the 50 - 100 times increase in 
hashing power or 7 times reduction in 
power usage that moves from previous 
technologies offered. This makes power 
consumption on an ASIC device the 
single most important factor of any ASIC 
product, as the expected useful lifetime 
of an ASIC mining device is longer than 
the entire history of Bitcoin mining. 
It is conceivable that an ASIC device 
purchased today would still be mining in 
two years if the device is power efficient 
enough and the cost of electricity does 
not exceed its output. Mining profitability 
is also dictated by the exchange rate, but 
under all circumstances the more power 
efficient the mining device, the more 
profitable it is.

MINING CRYPTO STARTER MANUAL
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There are two basic ways to 
mine: On your own or as part of 
a pool. Almost all miners choose 
to mine on a pool because it 
takes the luck out of the process. 
Before you join a pool, make 
sure you have a wallet so you 
have a place to store your crypto 
coins. Next, you need to join a 
mining pool.

With pool mining, the profit 
from any block a member 
generates is divided up among 
the members of the pool. This 
gives the pool members a more 
frequent, steady payout (this is 
called reducing your variance); 
but your payout(s) will be less 
unless you use a zero fee pool, 
like Eclipse. Solo mining will give 
you large, infrequent payouts 
and pooled mining will give you 

small, frequent payouts, but 
both add up to the same amount 
if you’re using a zero fee pool.
Once you have your client set 
up or you have registered with 
a pool, the next step is to set 
up the actual mining software. 
The most popular GPU/FPGA/
ASIC miner at the moment is 
BFGminer or CGminer. For a full 
GUI experience, try EasyMiner.

SOFTWARE

ALT COINS
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HOW BIG IS THIS ALL

One of the questions I get asked many times is exactly how big is the Crypto Currency mar-
ket? Well, at the time of writing this report4, the situation is growing rapidly. On the next 
page is a list of the top 15 crypto currencies online at the moment with their market caps.

Now here is an interesting thing. When I first 
wrote this report three years ago these were 
the numbers.

Do you see that? The total market cap of the top 
100 crypto currencies on the market is over US 
$269bn. There are currently over 1,700 crypto 
currencies. Also, the other important figure 
here is that over US $14bn was traded in all 
crypto currencies. Big numbers indeed, but small 
compared to how this will all be in 5 years time.

$ 4,471,178,175

$ 34,836,914

Market Cap

24h Vol

(All information from 
http://coinmarketcap.com/ on 15th August 2015)

4AUGUST 2018

Three years ago, the market cap was just under US 
$4.5 bn and US $34m was traded in 24 hours. How 
things change!

As we speak, Bitcoin is trading at around $7,500. 
Bitcoin is 48% of the entire market cap.

This is a multi billion dollar industry and we are 
only just getting started! Year on year this industry 
is growing at a great rate. I honestly can see us 
easily getting to a one trillion dollar market cap in 
the short to medium term. Long term we could see 
many trillions of dollars in market cap.

BITCOIN IS THE BEGINNING OF 
SOMETHING GREAT. A CURRENCY 
WITHOUT A GOVERNMENT, SOMETHING 
NECESSARY AND IMPERATIVE.

CRYPTO STARTER MANUAL

$269,270,224,004

$14,026,438,745

Market Cap

24h Vol
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MINING HASH RATE

This graph represents the level of world wide Bitcoin mining that is 
happening right now. You will see the hash rate is the highest it's ever 
been. That tells me a lot. It tells me the Bitcoin miners are very optimistic 
about the price of Bitcoin increasing.

The price of Bitcoin has been a roller coaster ride. Nothing really happened until April 2013. Prior to 
that, it was worthless for months and months, then traded at between US $10 - $15 for a long time. 
When things in Cyprus went wrong with their banking system, Bitcoin shot up to US $260 briefly. Then 
everything started to happen in October 2013. Bitcoin peaked at US $1,250 in December.

Fast forward to December 2017 and we saw a US $20,000 Bitcoin. Since then, it’s been up and down. 
Personally I am bullish about the price of Bitcoin for the rest of 2018. I see an all time high price being 
achieved at some point again this year.

One of the other reasons I am so bullish about Bitcoin price is the mining hash rate. 
See paragraph below
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Price wise see the graph below. You can see how things are going. Bitcoin 
is the first Crypto Currency and, personally, I think it will become a global 
reserve currency, like gold. There are many practicalities as to why it can't be a 
transactional daily currency. The more it grows in value, the more people will 
use it as a reserve currency.

The graph above shows the dominance of different crypto currencies. You will see that in the last few 
weeks Bitcoin has started to dominate more of the total market cap. This means people are taking 
money out of alt coins and back into Bitcoin.
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“Bitcoin could be worth 40 times its current 
value one day", Cameron Winklevoss — one half 
of the famous twins — told CNBC on Wednesday. 
The Crypto Currency had a market capitalization or 
value of US$135 billion on Wednesday, according to 
CoinDesk data, after the price recovered following a 
violent sell-off. Forty times this would be over US$5 
trillion. Cameron Winklevoss made the call after 
comparing Bitcoin to gold during a CNBC-hosted 
chat at the Milken Institute's MENA Summit.
7/2/2018

"Taking Bitcoin in isolation ... we believe Bitcoin 
disrupts gold. We think it's a better gold if you 
look at the properties of money. And what 
makes gold gold? Scarcity. Bitcoin is actually 
fixed in supply so it's better than scarce ... it's 
more portable, it's fungible, it's more durable. It's 
sort of equals a better gold across the board,"  
Winklevoss told CNBC.

“So if you look at a $100 billion market cap today, 
now last week it might have been more like 200, 
so it’s actually a buying opportunity, we think that 
there’s a potential appreciation of 30 to 40 times 
because you look at the gold market today, it’s 
a $7 trillion market. And so a lot of people are 
starting to see that, they recognize the store of 
value properties. So we think regardless of the 
price moves in the last few weeks, it’s still a very 
under appreciated asset.”

Even at the lower $100 billion market cap, a 40 
times price appreciation would peg Bitcoin’s value 
at $4 trillion. Winklevoss did not give a time period 
but throughout the interview, mentioned he and 
his brother Tyler were taking a 10-to-20-year view.

WHAT PEOPLE THINK

You only have to Google ‘Bitcoin’ to see what 
people say about it. And, true, you will find some 
people saying negative things about it. The press 
like to pick up on negatives. But I’m here to tell 
you there are many people saying big things 
about it.

Here are just a few:

You may know the Winklevoss brothers’ 
names from the film, The Social Network. 
The two brothers are massive investors into 
Bitcoin and are now billionaires from it.

BITCOIN WILL ONE DAY 
BE WORTH 40
TIMES THE PRICE IT IS 
NOW, CAMERON
WINKLEVOSS SAYS
10:13 AM ET THU, 8 FEB 2018 | 03:04

CRYPTO STARTER MANUAL



39

 Here is an interesting figure for you; if Bitcoin managed to capture 
just 1% of the gross world product, 1% of the global Forex market 
and 1% of the total word stock market, its market cap would be 
around 3.5 trillion dollars. What does that mean, I hear you ask? 
Well, that would mean one single Bitcoin would be worth $170,000.

WHAT PEOPLE THINK CRYPTO STARTER MANUAL
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Someone else who is a big fan of digital currency is Sir Richard 
Branson. It is well worth taking a look at his ‘How Digital Currencies 
Could Change The World Report’, on his Virgin website.

CRYPTO STARTER MANUAL WHAT PEOPLE THINK
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Top banks are 
looking at 
Bitcoin and 
the blockchain 
technology that 
runs it.

WHAT PEOPLE THINK CRYPTO STARTER MANUAL
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SANTANDER ARE WORKING ON SOME MAJOR 
BLOCKCHAIN PROJECT TOO.

CRYPTO STARTER MANUAL WHAT PEOPLE THINK
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SATOSHI 
NAKAMOTO
(founder of Bitcoin)

“THE ROOT PROBLEM WITH 
CONVENTIONAL CURRENCY IS ALL THE 
TRUST THAT’S REQUIRED TO MAKE IT 
WORK. THE CENTRAL BANK MUST BE 
TRUSTED NOT TO DEBASE THE CURRENCY, 
BUT THE HISTORY OF FIAT CURRENCY IS 
FULL OF BREACHES OF THAT TRUST. BANKS 
MUST BE TRUSTED TO HOLD OUR MONEY 
AND TRANSFER IT ELECTRONICALLY, BUT 
THEY LEND IT OUT IN WAVES OF CREDIT 
BUBBLES WITH BARELY A FRACTION IN 

RESERVE.”

Some more thoughts and quotes about Bitcoin and crypto currencies from well known 
people will summarise why I’m so passionate about this:
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“So my view’s quite clear. I believe crypto currencies, Bitcoin is the first example, I believe they’re 
going to change the world.” 

“Bitcoin has a couple of things going for it: one is that it is distributed, with no single point of failure, 
no ‘mint’, no company with offices that can be subpoenaed and arrested and shut down.”

“What we want is fully anonymous, ultra low transaction cost, transferable units of Exchange. If we 
get that going... the banks will become the obsolete dinosaurs they deserve to become.” 

“Bitcoin is the beginning of something great: a currency without a government, something necessary 
and imperative.” 

“Trusted third parties are security holes.” 

“Bitcoin may be the TCP/IP of money.” 

RICHARD BROWN 

HAL FINNEY 

ADAM BACK 

NASSIM NICHOLAS TALEB 

NICK SZABO 

PAUL BUCHHEIT 

(executive architect of IBM)

(first person to receive a Bitcoin transaction)

(inventor of Hashcash, a precursor to Bitcoin)

(author of The Black Swan)

44

(inventor of Bit gold, a precursor to Bitcoin)

(creator of Gmail)
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“Some of the most popular tech companies were ones such as Airbnb and Uber that openly chal-
lenged cumbersome regulations like those imposed on hotels and taxis. In the financial networks 
that Bitcoin was hoping to challenge, tech investors... saw just another set of regulations that 
could be disrupted to create a more efficient market. If anything, the financial industry seemed 
even more open to disruption because the incumbent businesses were so afraid of breaking the 
rules.”

“I have invested in Bitcoin because I believe in its potential, the capacity it has to transform global 
payments is very exciting.” 

“...control of a currency is one of the most powerful tools a government wields; ask anybody in 
Ireland, Portugal, Greece or Cyprus who lived through those countries’ recent financial crises. 
Bitcoin promises to take at least some of that power away from governments and hand it to the 
people. That alone augurs significant political, cultural and economic clashes.”

“The growth and importance of Crypto Currency and crypto computing rivals the early growth of 
the commercial Internet and web, and the technical and economic revolution that will result is 
perhaps even more significant than the first phase of the Internet.” 

“You don’t need to ask anyone if your application can be published on the Internet. You don’t 
need to ask anyone to completely subvert a new industry with your information technology. 
On Bitcoin, you don’t need to ask anyone to invent a new financial instrument, a new payment 
system, a new service. You can just do it.” 

NATHANIEL POPPER 

RICHARD BRANSON

PAUL VIGNA & MICHAEL J. CASEY

CHRIS BURNISKE & JACK TATAR

ANDREAS ANTONOPOULOS 

(author of Digital Gold)

(founder of the Virgin Group)

(authors of The Age of Crypto Currency)

(authors of Cryptoassets)

(high-profile Bitcoin advocate, author of 
The Internet of Money, and Mastering Bitcoin)

WHAT PEOPLE THINK CRYPTO STARTER MANUAL
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(QUOTES TAKEN FROM:
 http://citizensoftheworld.io/best-Bitcoin-quotes/)



46

GETTING 
STARTED

The Bitcoin address is similar 
to the usual email address you 
are probably familiar with. It 
is generated on registration 
with a particular wallet you are 
creating. It combines alphabets 
with numbers. It is the single 
information needed to carry out 
a transaction, and it is particular 
to an individual.

This is a record in the block-
chain that contains and con-
firms many waiting transac-
tions. Approximately every 
10 minutes, on average, a 
new block for a transaction 
is added to the blockchain 
through mining activities.

This is the common unit used to  
designate a subunit of a Bitcoin. 
Estimated 1,000,000 bit is equal 
to 1 Bitcoin. This unit is used as 
a small denomination in the 
Bitcoin world. 

Blockchain is a public ledger or 
record of Bitcoin transactions 
in sequential order. It is shared 
between all Bitcoin users. It 
is used to verify the stability 
of Bitcoin transactions and to 
prevent double spending.

Note that this concept has 
two meanings. When it  is 
capita l ised,  i t  i s  used to 
describe the concept of Bitcoin 
digital currency and the entire 
network of operations. Without 
capitalisation, it is used to 
describe the unit of an account, 
e.g., 0.01 BTC.

This is a common unit used to 
represent one Bitcoin.

ADDRESS:

BLOCK:

BIT:

BLOCKCHAIN:

BITCOIN:

BTC:

The truth is that getting started with crypto currencies can be very overwhelming. My goal with this 
chapter is to make it as easy as possible for you. Here is some Bitcoin vocabulary you’ll need to know:
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This is a secret piece of data 
that affirms your qualifica-
tion to spend Bitcoins from 
a specified wallet through a 
cryptographic signature. This 
key is stored on the comput-
er for cold wallet users and 
on remote servers for online 
wallets users. This key should 
be kept safe from unauthor-
ised users.

This is a mathematical mech-
anism that gives someone 
proof of ownership to a wal-
let. In Bitcoin, private key and 
signature are linked together 
by an extremely complicated 
mechanism to ensure secu-
rity.

Bitcoin wallet is loosely 
equivalent to the physical 
wallet or bank account on the 
Bitcoin network. This wallet 
is secured by private key and 
signature ensuring owner-
ship to a particular user. The 
private key allows users to 
spend the Bitcoins allocated 
to it in the blockchain. Each 
Bitcoin wallet can show you 
the total balance of all your 
Bitcoins. It controls and al-
lows users pay a specified 
amount to another user.

This is a process that involves 
making computer hardware 
p e r f o r m  m a t h e m a t i c a l 
calculations for the Bitcoin 
network to confirm transactions 
and secure them. Miners earn 
their reward from the small 
transaction fees incurred per 
transaction confirmed and the 
new Bitcoins created. Mining 
is a competitive market and 
rewards are divided according 
to how many calculations are 
correctly completed.

The acronym means Peer-to-
Peer. It refers to systems that 
work like an organised collective 
by al lowing individuals to 
interact directly with others 
without  an  intermediary. 
Here, one user broadcasts the 
transactions of other users 
without a third party involved.

PRIVATE KEY:

SIGNATURE: 

WALLET:

MINING: P2P:

Th is  represents  a  s ing le 
transaction that has been 
processed by the network and 
is not likely to be reversed. 
Transactions are confirmed 
when they have been included 
in a block and subsequent 
blocks. It is worth noting that a 
single confirmation is secured 
for low-value transactions. 
However, when a larger amount 
is being conducted, it makes 
more sense to wait for more 
than 8 confirmations. This 
will reduce the possibility of 
reversal.

This is the unit for measuring 
the processing power of the 
Bitcoin network. To secure 
itself,  the Bitcoin network 
creates thorough mathematical 
operat ions.  So,  when the 
network reaches a hash rate of 
10 Th/s, it culminates 10 trillion 
calculations per second. This 
means that when the hash rate 
is high, the network creates a 
more secure connection.

T h i s  i s  t h e  b r a n c h  o f 
mathematics which aids the 
creation of mathematical proofs 
that provide high levels of 
security. State of the art banking 
and commerce have begun using 
cryptography. In the world of 
digital currency, it helps to make 
sure that unauthorised users are 
prevented from spending from 
another user’s wallet.

This refers to instances where 
some users try to spend their 
Bitcoins on two different 
rec ipients  s imultaneously. 
Blockchain, which is highly 
secured with cryptography, 
will create a consensus on the 
network regarding which of 
the two transactions will be 
confirmed and considered valid 
while invalidating the other.

CONFIRMATION:

HASH RATE:

CRYPTOGRAPHY: DOUBLE SPEND:
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WALLETS

Blockchain.info is a Bitcoin only wallet 
and is also a mobile based app for both 
iOS and Android. It also acts as a web 
based wallet. The most distinguishable 
feature of the blockchain wallet is the 
newly developed payment channel for 
the Bitcoin network, known as
“Thunder”.

The biggest advantage of Jaxx is that it sup-
ports many of the leading Crypto Currency 
platforms such as Bitcoin, Ethereum, Lite-
coin, Dash and many more. It is available 
for most mobile devices plus PC and Macs. 

BLOCKCHAIN.INFO JAXX.IO

The technology enables users to send and receive 
Bitcoins without touching the main blockchain. 
This results in a very secure transaction and 
instant payments. The Blockchain wallet is free 
and to create your account, you need to head 
to the main page at blockchain.com and sign 
up for your account. I use this wallet for daily 
transactions and small amount of Bitcoin. The 
mobile wallet is good.

It also has one of the best user interfaces around. 
Jaxx also has very good security and privacy 
settings as your private keys are sent to your local 
device and never to any servers. This means you 
have full access to your crypto funds and Jaxx does 
not hold or have access to any of your funds.

The ability to run your wallet on your PC or Mac 
and sync it with your mobile app is great. I use Jaxx 
for my businesses. Jaxx are constantly updating 
this wallet and add new coins to the wallet often. 
Go to jaxx.io and get started.

To start investing in crypto currencies, the first 
thing you would need is to set up your digital 
wallet. In the Crypto Currency realm, the term 
used is “wallet”. The wallet can be likened to a 
bank account, which can be stored in different 
devices.

A Crypto Currency wallet is a software program 
that functions to store private and public keys and 
interacts with various blockchains. It enables users 
to send and receive crypto currencies as well as 
tracking their balance. 

There are many wallets out there for you to choose 
from, which is all dependent on your security 
needs as well as whether you wish to be an active 
trader or a more passive buy-and-hold investor.

Once you have set up your wallet, you can then 
proceed to purchase and exchange the digital 
currency of your choice on many platforms. 
Firstly, let’s explore the top 3 wallets I personally 
recommend you to use. I use these wallets 
personally and for my brokering and trading 
businesses.

CRYPTO STARTER MANUAL
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Ledger is a hardware wal-
let ideal for storing large 
amounts of crypto. It is 
also suitable for beginners 
and very user friendly and 
has very good security and 
privacy settings. The web 
interface is easy to use and 
the device comes with a 
built in screen. Most im-
portantly, it is open source 
software.

WA R N I N G !  Each of  the 
wallets I have recommended 
al low you to backup your 
wallets. PLEASE,  no matter 
what wallet you use PLEASE 
BACKUP YOUR WALLET. 
If you don’t backup your wallet 
and you lose your computer or 
mobile you will NEVER be able 
to access your crypto coins again. 
The backup process for each of 
these wallets if pretty simple. 
Please follow the instructions 
as soon as you setup your wallet 
and make the backups. I know 
way too many people who have 
lost some serious amounts of 
crypto because they haven’t 
backed up their wallets.

LEDGER WALLET WALLET BACKUP

As it is a very secure and 
practical device, the cost of 
the nano device is around £90 
/ $120. Compared to the other 
wallets, this is pricey but the 
security is second to none. The 
benefit of the ledger is that it 
can store multiple crypto types. 
If you have any more than 1 
BTC worth of crypto and intend 
to store it long term I would 
seriously consider buying one 
of these. I use the ledger wallets 
for my personal and business 
holdings

WALLETS CRYPTO STARTER MANUAL
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BUYING YOUR FIRST CRYPTO

LOCALBITCOINS.COM

YOU CAN USE LOCALBITCOINS IN 248 COUNTRIES AND OVER 16,000 CITIES.

So by now you know how to store your crypto but now you need to buy some. In the next chapter 
I tell you about Exchanges. Some Exchanges allow you to send fiat money (US dollars, UK Pounds 
etc) to them to then convert to crypto, some however don’t and only allow you to buy alt coins for 
instance with Bitcoin or Ethereum. I will tell you the options you have with each Exchange. Below 
I’m going to suggest an option that allows you to buy crypto in your local country. This is a service 
I personally used here in the UK when I was starting out and a service which I now run one of my 
businesses through and actively trade on.

LocalBitcoins is a peer-to-peer Bitcoin Exchange. It is a marketplace where users 
can buy and sell Bitcoins to and from each other. Users, called traders, create 
advertisements with the price and the payment method they want to offer. You 
can browse the website for trade advertisements and search for a payment method 
you prefer. You will find traders buying and selling Bitcoins online for more than 60 
different payment methods.
All online trades are protected by escrow. When a trade is started, the amount of 
Bitcoins for the trade is automatically reserved from the seller’s LocalBitcoins Wallet. 
This means that if the seller runs away with your money and does not release your 
Bitcoins LocalBitcoins.com support can release the Bitcoins to you from escrow.
There are two different types of trades on LocalBitcoins: local trades and online trades.

ONLINE TRADES occur online entirely through the trading platform without you ever meeting your 
trading partner. Escrow is automatically enabled and funded for online trades, meaning that as a buyer 
you’re automatically protected by the escrow system. Most of trades on LocalBitcoins are online trades.

LOCAL TRADES are meant to be carried out face-to-face, and escrow is not automatically enabled. 
Because of this, it is not safe to pay the seller using an online payment method in a local trade.

On LocalBitcoins.com you are dealing with humans. Unlike centralised, stock-exchange-like, Bitcoin 
trading sites, you make a trade directly with another person. This makes the process lean and fast. 
You get your Bitcoins instantly.

LocalBitcoins is a great way of getting started and buying your first Bitcoin. Sign up to LocalBitcoins 
here >> https://go.blockenomics.com/localBitcoins.

CRYPTO STARTER MANUAL BUYING YOUR FIRST CRYPTO
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EXCHANGES

Crypto Currency Exchanges are 
websites which allow you to 
buy, sell and exchange crypto 
currencies for other digital 
currency or fiat currencies like 
USD, GBP or Euros.

There are some key things to 
look at before choosing the 
Exchange you want to use. 
Below I have recommended 
Exchanges I personally use but 
you may chose to find another 
in your own country.

SOME THINGS TO CONSIDER 
BEFORE DECIDING ON YOUR 
EXCHANGE:

REPUTATION
Before you start, Google the 
name of the Exchange you are 
looking at to make sure the 
reviews are good. There are 
some very dodgy Exchanges 
out there. Be careful if you are 
not using the ones I recommend 
below.

FEES
Most Exchanges will have 
fee-related information on 
their websites. Before joining 
any sites, ensure you have 
understood the exchange rates 
for deposits, transactions and 
withdrawal fees. Fees may vary 
according to the Exchange you 
choose and the level of volume 
you trade.

PAYMENT METHODS
Different Exchanges have a 
variety of payment methods 
that you can use to get money 
into the Exchange. Some sites 
allow credit and debit cards, wire 
transfers. Always remember 
that purchasing currencies via 
credit card will always require 
an ID verification.

VERIFICATION RE-
QUIREMENTS
The majority of crypto trading 
platforms both in the US and 
the UK require a form of ID 
verification to make deposits 
and withdrawals .  Some 
Exchanges like Binance allow 
you to trade a limited amount 
without ID verification. Some 
Exchanges will also allow you 
to remain anonymous. Bear in 
mind that verification may take 
a few days to happen.

EXCHANGE RATE
Different Exchanges have 
different exchange rates; there 
is a wide range, depending on 
Exchanges and the countries 
they are based in. This makes 
a big difference on your 
investment as crypto currencies 
are known to fluctuate in value 
up to 10% (and even higher) in 
some circumstances.

Reputation

Fees

Payment Methods

Verification Requirements

Exchange Rate

ALT COINS CRYPTO STARTER MANUAL
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EXCHANGES

One of the most popular and well-known options for USD transactions. Coinbase is headquartered 
in San Francisco and has been in operation since 2011. They’re generally considered secure and 
boast over 13 million users. However, they’re known for having some of the highest fees of any fiat 
gateway. Coinbase makes it easy to get started. You can trade Bitcoin, Litecoin, Ethereum and Bitcoin 
Cash on Coinbase. Although more currencies are rumoured to be being added soon.

GDAX (now called Coinbase Pro) is Coinbase’s older brother, run by the same company. We say older 
brother because Coinbase Pro’s interface and functionality attract more advanced investors than 
Coinbase’s beginner-friendly interface. Many traders who are serious investors gravitate towards 
this platform.

BitStamp is one of the most reliable Exchanges, with some of the lowest transaction fees. Based out 
of Luxembourg, it has been around since 2011. You can trade Bitcoin, Ripple, Litecoin, Ehtereum 
and Bitcoin Cash on Bitstamp.

The speed at which Binance has become the top crypto Exchange in the world is staggering. In a few 
short months, it has dominated the market. For good reason, too. It offers a lot of features, trading 
pairs, security, and liquidity along with low fees. Its own Binance Coin also incentivies trading and 
lowers fees. They offer hundred of different crypto currencies and at the moment they only do 
crypto to crypto trading although fiat currencies are going to be live soon. Binance is my favourite 
Exchange to use personally.

COINBASE

COINBASE PRO
(PREVIOUSLY GDAX)

BITSTAMP

BINANCE

I recommend the Exchanges below because I use them myself for my own personal trading and 
for my brokering and trading business.

go.blockenomics.com/coinbase

go.blockenomics.com/coinbasepro

go.blockenomics.com/bitstamp

go.blockenomics.com/binance
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The more popular crypto currencies get, the more security becomes a major risk. Personally, I think 
it’s the biggest single problem the industry has. Therefore, you have to make sure you are safe.

This has become very important in the wake 
of targeted attacks at specific Crypto Currency 
wallets and holders. Think of it as something akin 
to the Wild Wild West. The good news is that most 
Crypto Currency platforms and networks have 
in-built security measures, which does help.

But the onus also lies on investors to keep their 
crypto investments safe and secure. People are 
often the weakest link in crypto security. It doesn’t 
take much to hack a crypto investor’s wallet and 
move their assets if they’re already careless.

The reality is that once you leave your wallet open 
and vulnerable, you’re essentially inviting “crypto 
thieves” to come take what you have. And once 
they have access, chances are you may never 
recover your lost funds anymore. Your money will 
be gone, and your wallets emptied. 

So, follow these steps to stay safe and secure your 
Crypto Currency investments:

This drastically lowers your odds of vulnerability. 
Devices that are used for surfing, work and pleasure 
activities are more likely to become infected with 
everything from viruses to ransomware.

For instance, hackers are becoming smart at 
stealthily dropping keyloggers –apps that track 
the keys you type as well as the sites you visit- on 
to your device.

So, when you type in your password, these 
keyloggers send the information back to the 
hacker who then uses it to get into your account 
and transfer your assets.

If you can’t set up a dedicated device for 
it, consider partitioning or virtualising your 
computer. This simply means creating a separate 
platform on your computer that you will use for 
just your crypto activities. Check out VMware and 
Virtualbox for these.

Also important is your access to the internet. 
NEVER LOGIN TO YOUR Crypto Currency ACCOUNT 
USING A PUBLIC WI-FI.

Not only is it easy for people to snoop on and 
interrupt data packets sent on public Wi-Fi 
connections, they can actually setup a Wi-Fi router 
and collect all the information that passes through 
their routers.

So, when next you’re in Starbucks and want to do a 
transaction, resist the urge of using the free Wi-Fi. 
It can cost you a ton of money. Use your internet 
data plan, and encrypt your Wi-Fi/bluetooth, if 
you’re in the habit of leaving them on.

Use only PCs with up to date antivirus and firewalls 
for your Crypto Currency transactions. Never 
assume your computer’s security is up to date. It 
only takes just one security vulnerability to have 
your computer hacked.

If you are serious about crypto, then another 
idea you might want to consider, is having a 
device that’s solely dedicated to Crypto Currency 
activities. This means just one PC or mobile device 
used for only buying and selling cryptos.

PC SECURITY

CRYPTO STARTER MANUAL

SECURITY
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Some people invest thousands of dollars in Crypto 
Currency and secure them with lazy passwords 
that any half smart individual can guess. Don’t do 
this. Be smarter. You wouldn’t be lazy with your 
bank account’s security, would you?

So, use extra strong passwords with a minimum 
of fifteen characters, including upper and lower 
cases, numbers, alphabets and other characters.
Also, avoid using names, words that can be 
found in the dictionary or anywhere for that 
matter, as there are hacking tools with these 
dictionaries embedded in them. Bottom line, make 
your password indecipherable by making it as 
incomprehensible as possible. The best passwords 
often look like gibberish.

You should follow that logic. If you’re worried 
about forgetting the password, back it up in 
many places, keep it safely stored away, use a 
locally installed password manager or any of the 
secure password managers available. Don’t use 
password managers on web browsers, those can 
be somewhat vulnerable.

And setup a two-factor authentication (2FA) 
system. This essentially means double layer 
protection on top of your passwords. So, if 
someone for instance, were to hack your account 
and wanted to change your password, you would 
be notified via email, text messages and even an 
automated call.

Better still, set up your security so that the login 
is always from a couple of recognised devices. 
This way, if anyone tries to access your account 
from another device, it automatically shuts them 
out, freezes/secures your account, emails or 
texts you about a possible intrusion and requests 
verification based on the “rules” you set up. This 

Data encryption is also a great way to keep 
your crypto wallets safe and secure. You 
can easily set this up on a linux based sys-
tem – see why we recommended linux in 
the first place?- without any hassles.

Simply use Cryptsetup or LUKS encryption apps to 
set this up. If you insist on using a Windows based 
PC, you can use VeraCrypt. People using Mac can 
use FileCrypt. These software will help keep your 
hard drives encrypted and impossible to hack in 
the event of a stolen device.

For instance, a crypto investor was recently 
ambushed and forced to transfer nearly US 
$2million in crypto currencies to the criminals’ 
accounts. Unfortunately, because there’s no 
regulatory body, the victim couldn’t recover his 
money.

So, do yourself a favour, encrypt those drives.

PASSWORDS

DATA ENCRYPTION

may sound like overkill, but when you’ve got 10 
BTC in your wallet, you need to be extra cautious. 
Some good two factor authentication apps/service 
are Authy and Google Authenticator.

CRYPTO STARTER MANUAL SECURITY
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Your data is precious. Don’t 
make the mistake of not 
backing it up. You can al-
ways buy a new PC or de-
vice. But, your data? That 
may be difficult (or impos-
sible) to retrieve.

Life happens, disks crash, devices 
go up in f lames, accidents 
happen, natural disasters occur... 
and a ton more unexpected 
incidents. Having your core data 
backed up offsite and locally can 
do wonders for you.

All it takes is restoring the 
backups and you’re up and 
running in no time. Back up your 
crypto information or wallet on 
a thumb drive, colocation server, 
encryption based file servers like 
mega or external hard disks.

We talked about ledger 
hardware wallet already. 
Companies like Trezor, Na-
noLedger and LedgerHQ 
are pioneering the safe 
keeping of wallets and en-
cryption keys.

If you don’t want to worry 
about the safety of these or you 
misplacing them, simply have 
these companies take care of 
them for you by getting their 
hardware wallets and storing all 
your data on there.

BACKUPS USE A 
HARDWARE WALLET

WALLETS CRYPTO STARTER MANUAL
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The recent run-up in the price of Bitcoin, Ethereum and other popular crypto currencies has attracted 
a flood of new investors. Men and women who had never heard of Bitcoin, let alone the blockchain, 
were suddenly rushing to buy a wide variety of virtual currencies.

SCAMS

Given the sudden interest in crypto currencies 
and alternative investments, it should come as 
no surprise that scam artists also came out of 
the woodwork. Those scam artists preyed on the 
confusion that still surrounds the world of Crypto 
Currency and the fact that many new investors 
simply do not understand how this unique world 
really works.

Unlike stocks, bonds, mutual funds and traditional 
bank accounts, the world of Crypto Currency is 
still largely unregulated. The unregulated nature 
of the market and the decentralised operations of 
blockchain technology have created some unique 
challenges for new investors. Without regulation 
to protect them, investors need to be on their 
guard and recognise the warning signs of a Crypto 
Currency scams when they see them.

HERE ARE SOME KEY WARNING SIGNS TO 
WATCH OUT FOR AS YOU ENTER THIS BRAVE 
NEW WORLD.

If the virtual currency you are considering has no 
real-world equivalent, you may be looking at a 
scam. Watch out for crypto currencies that can 
only be traded internally or used for a limited 
number of purposes. If you cannot exchange your 
virtual coins for real ones, watch out.

Even though they trade in the virtual world, the 
most popular crypto currencies are generally 
priced in US dollars. They may hope to supplant 
the US dollar someday, but the creators of Bitcoin, 
Ethereum, Litecoin and the like recognise the 
value of fiat currency as an exchange mechanism.

There is a wealth of information about crypto 
currencies, so watch out if you cannot find out 
much about the supposed investment you are 
considering. At the very least, the Crypto Currency 
you are considering should have a professional 
website, a whitepaper and lots of technical 
information.

Even if you do not understand the technological 
underpinnings of the supposed investment, you 
should be able to find information about the 
virtual currency and how it works. Beware of any 
Crypto Currency that fails to disclose this vital 
information - and run the other way.

THERE IS NO REAL WORLD
EQUIVALENT

INFORMATION IS HARD TO FIND
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Even the most successful crypto currencies do not appreciate in a 
straight line. Bitcoin may have been flying high in late 2017, but its 
history shows some dramatic price drops along the way.

A Crypto Currency that goes nowhere but up is likely a pump and 
dump scheme, the same technique penny stock operators often 
use. That strong price action encourages more and more investors 
to jump onboard, driving the price up even more. Just when the 
last investors jump in, the original investors jump out, leaving those 
would-be millionaires holding the bag.

THE PRICE CHART POINTS STRAIGHT UP

No investment is guaranteed, and every asset can fall in price. If 
you are guaranteed a rate of return or promised that the price will 
always go up, you are definitely looking at a scam.

The truth is no one can guarantee you a rate of return, but scam 
artists will be happy to make promises they have no intention of 
keeping. Watch out for these scams - they are all too common in 
today’s overheated Crypto Currency market.

Crypto currencies have gained a good deal of respect as a result 
of their recent price increases, and that has brought in lots of new 
investors. But before you exchange your real dollars for virtual ones, 
you need to do your homework and proceed with caution. The 
largely unregulated world of Crypto Currency has attracted more 
than its share of con artists, and you need to protect yourself from 
these bad actors.

YOU ARE PROMISED GUARANTEED RETURNS
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I am going to give you as much information as I can below about investing, holding and making 
as much profit from cypto currencies as you can however please know this WARNING: Only trade 
and invest what you can afford to lose. Crypto  currencies can go down as well as up. Here it goes.

STRATEGIES

As crypto currencies find their 
way deeper and deeper into 
mainstream finance, it can 
become difficult to keep track of 
all the new currencies emerging 
on a seemingly daily basis. Gone 
are the days of the monopolistic 
market shares of huge currencies 
like Bitcoin and Litecoin. In fact, 
many coins live and die before 
they even show up on the typical 
crypto-enthusiast’s radar. It can 
be overwhelming to attempt to 
keep track of all the new coins, 
but with the right tools and 
resources, you can stop playing 
high stakes whack-a-mole and, 
instead, approach the market 
like a real investor. Here are 
some strategies:

An ICO, standing for Initial Coin 
Offering, is when a person or 
group creating a new Crypto 
Currency offers the opportunity 
for new investors to buy coins 
before they reach open market 
Exchanges. The coin creator 
typically outlines the plan and 
uses for the new currency in a 
document known as a “white 
paper,” essentially making its 
case for its future potential. That 
allows for prospective investors 
to make an informed decision 
without waiting on real-world 
performance results. Many sites 
such as ListICO and ICOAlert will 
enable you to see current ICO 
listings, provide ICO analysis 
and allow discussion with other 
potential investors. See the 
resources section at the end of 
this manual for links.

As obvious as it seems, social 
media is an often overlooked 
source of information regarding 
potent ia l  Crypto Currency 
investments. Merely following 
popular and successful crypto 
players can provide a wealth 
of tips and information for 
anyone looking to make the 
next significant investment or 
avoid the next big flop. Beyond 
that, there are a wealth of tools 
available to analyse major social 
media platforms like Twitter, 
Facebook, and Instagram to 
get a broader perspective on 
who is talking about what in 
the crypto-sphere, allowing you 
to make an informed decision 
based on the knowledge and 
discussion on display. Twitter is 
the social platform of choice for 
most things crypto.

Whether you’re looking to buy 
a new coin, sell a failing one 
or simply predict the results of 
your HODLing, these methods 
will keep you up to date and 
equipped to make the right 
decision among the signature 
volatility of the Crypto Currency 
market.

The most straightforward and 
obvious method of staying 
up-to-date on emerging coins 
is to keep your eye on popular 
Exchanges. Take note of the 
new coins that make their way 
to these platforms and conduct 
your own independent research. 
Typically, if a coin makes it to the 
point of being on an Exchange, 
it already has the backing and 
proof-of-concept it needs to be 
worth a potential investment

ICO LISTSCATCHING EMERGING 
CRYPTO CURRENCIES

SOCIAL MEDIA

EXCHANGES
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TRADING / INVESTING

I could write an entire course about trading crypto currencies, but 
for the purposes of this manual, I will give you some basics while 
trying to cover all the bases.

I personally trade and broker numerous crypto currencies every 
day and Bitcoin makes up for a great deal of the trading we do.
I have a full time professional trader working for us to do all our 
trading these days. Trading is a very risky business but what we are 
doing lowers the risk considerably, but that also means the returns 
are slightly lower than the higher risk trading methods.

I could tell them to go higher risk but that could wipe out our trading 
accounts so it is a much better option to keep the risk low and keep 
steadily increasing our holdings.

As I’m sure you have worked out already, trading can be extremely 
risky for someone just starting out but most places in the Forex 
world allow you to open a demo account where you can test your 
strategies on other markets to see if it is working for you without 
risking any of your own money. Once you have got a trading strategy, 
you can take it over to one of the Exchanges and start trading for 
real and making more money.

Trading is just one part of this great business, and the most risky. 
But the rewards are amazing if you know what you are doing and 
study the markets.

We will be releasing a full trading course going through every thing 
people need to know in the coming months.
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The profit potential of the Crypto 
Currency market, at least in the re-
cent past, has been enormous. Vir-
tual coins that had been selling for 
mere pennies less than five years ago 
are now trading for thousands of dol-
lars, and those with the courage to 
hold on have been richly rewarded.

Of course past performance is no guarantee 
of future results, and some would say a 
tree that has already grown to the sky may 
not rise much further. Even so, compared 
to many other, more mature, investment 
classes, crypto currencies are still quite new, 
and they could still provide enormous profit 
potential.

If you are thinking about adding 
Crypto Currency to your investment 
portfolio, you are far from alone. 
Over the last few years alone, mil-
lions of new investors have discov-
ered not only Bitcoin but many other 
virtual coins as well.

Some of these newcomers were no doubt 
driven by the enormous run-up in Bitcoin 
prices, while others were intrigued by the 
transformative potential of the underlying 
blockchain technology. But no matter what 
your reasons, it is important to look at the 
pros and cons of any new investment, 
including the Wild West world of Crypto 
Currency.

There are plenty of reasons to consider 
Crypto Currency for your investment 
portfolio. 

Here are some of the potential benefits of 
this unorthodox investment vehicle:

ENORMOUS PROFIT POTENTIAL

CRYPTO STARTER MANUAL THE PROS AND CONS OF INVESTING

THE PROS AND CONS OF INVESTING
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There is always the risk of loss when in-
vesting, but crypto currencies can literally 
go to zero overnight. This risk is greater in 
the thousands of alt coins that have re-
cently hit the market, but many consider 
leaders like Bitcoin, Ethereum and Lite-
coin quite risky as well.

Investors who choose to play in the Crypto 
Currency market need to recognise, and live with, 
the potential for total loss. Unlike a mutual fund, 
which holds dozens or even hundreds of different 
stocks, purchasing a given Crypto Currency is a 
concentrated bet - one that could pay off big, or 
not at all.

After spending several years 
ignoring crypto currencies 
and several more years spent 
deriding them, Wall Street 
is finally taking notice. A 
number of Wall Street movers 
and shakers have already 
invested in Bitcoin and other 
crypto currencies, and some 
of the biggest investment 
banks in the world are now 
exploring their options. There 
is even talk of a Bitcoin ETF, an  
exchange traded fund that 
would give investors direct 
access to crypto currencies, 
without the hassles and 
uncertainty of a Crypto 
Currency Exchange.

As you can see, there are a number 
of reasons to include crypto 
currencies in your investment 
portfolio, but there are also plenty 
of reasons not to. The Crypto 
Currency market is still largely 
unregulated, and that leaves 
unwary investors vulnerable to 
scams.

The dangers posed by scam artists 
is not the only risk investors face 
when wading into the crypto 
currencies market. Here are some 
additional pitfalls every would- be 
investor needs to consider.

GROWING MAIN-
STREAM ACCEPTANCE

RISK OF LOSS

There is also the risk of overexposure in 
the Crypto Currency market, especially for 
new and overly enthusiastic investors. If a 
little Crypto Currency is good, they reason, 
a lot is even better.

If the gains of the past push forward into the 
future, this strategy could pay off, but if things turn 
negative, an over concentration could prove very 
costly. Limiting exposure to this new and largely 
unregulated asset class, therefore, is an important 
step toward reducing risk.

OVEREXPOSURE
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SAFETY CONCERNS

The largely unregulated nature of the Crypto Currency world 
means that safety concerns are everywhere, especially for new 
or inexperienced investors. Even seasoned investors are often 
unprepared for these dangers, and it pays to be very cautious.

The last few years have been a wild ride for 
Crypto Currency investors, with huge price swings, 
enormous profit potential and the ever-present 
risk of total loss. In this uncertain arena, it is best 
to proceed cautiously. There are plenty of reasons 
to include a small amount of Crypto Currency in 
your portfolio, but there are also compelling 
reasons to limit your exposure.

When you put your money in a bank, you can rest 
easy with FDIC (US) or FCA (UK) for protection. 
As long as your account balance is less than the 
current $250,000 / £80,000 limit, your risk of loss 
is zero, even if the financial institution becomes 
insolvent. Account holders in brokerage firms 
enjoy similar protections, not against bad investing 
decisions but protection from the insolvency of 
the brokerage firm.

Investors in the Crypto Currency market have no 
such assurances. In this new marketplace, there 
is no overriding authority to protect investors and 
keep their money safe. In fact, the decentralised 
nature of Bitcoin and other crypto currencies 
makes this protection nearly impossible.

There have already been virtual heists from 
major Crypto Currency Exchanges, and as these 
investments become more popular, this type of 
theft is likely to become an even bigger danger. 
For those who choose to keep their virtual coins 
offline, the loss of their private key could leave 
their funds permanently inaccessible.

CRYPTO STARTER MANUAL SAFETY CONCERNS
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IMPORTANT TIPS FOR NEW 
CRYPTO CURRENCY INVESTORS

One of the most common Crypto Currency tips you’ll run 
into is the idea of purchasing cheap coins. Cheap coins 
mean that you stand to gain much more if it skyrockets 
in value. This has been a tried-and-tested strategy, and in 
some cases, could be extremely profitable. However, this 
is closer to gambling that trading. Just because a coin is 
cheap doesn’t mean it’s going to make you money, even 
if the technology behind it is sufficiently sound. It’s also 
a shortsighted way to look at trading.

A coin’s market capitalisation is far more important than the coin’s 
actual price. To get it, multiply the number of coins available for that 
Crypto Currency by its current value. This serves as an estimated 
value of the coin as a whole, and paints a better picture. A Crypto 
Currency with a lot of coins circulating but low value indicates that 
nobody wants it, or that the market is oversaturated.

However, you’re not looking for something with high capitalisation, 
as that coin is likely well established; the coins have been mined 
and bought. Generally speaking, you want currencies that not just 
have smart technology behind them, but a low price coupled with a 
small amount of coins. This affordability, paired with a high potential 
for growth, maximises the potential profit from any investments, 
and thus should be on your investment list.

Focus on Market Caps Instead Of Price

Crypto Currency’s trading history also means that there are a lot 
of secret or at least unusual tips that most beginners wouldn’t 
realise. Learning these tips as soon as possible minimises mistakes 
and maximises profitability. Here are some tips:

WHAT PEOPLE THINK TOPS FOR NEW INVESTORS
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Nothing says Crypto Currency like volatile value. In fact, that’s the reason so 
many companies that were previously onboard have opted out of accepting 
it as tender, such as Microsoft and Steam. They could lose millions accept-
ing Bitcoin, just because the market turned against it. However, it’s easy for 
big companies to make decisions like that. People like you and other new 
investors are more emotionally vulnerable. It’s a hard pill to swallow, but one 
that’s also hard to deny. Seeing something you put a lot of money into drop 
in value, even if it is money you can lose, can provoke an emotional response. 
And that’s when people make bad decisions.

You need to remember that you don’t lose or make money until you cash out. The option 
to wait for a better time is always there. While there’s nothing wrong with pulling out 
and getting whatever profit you’ve already made, there’s also something to be said for 
holding. Generally, if you can afford to hold and there are no new developments that 
would indicate that the dip is permanent, you should hold.

The reason scams are everywhere in Crypto Currency is because by-and-large, people are 
both desperate and uninformed. This is a deadly combination when money’s on the line, 
and the reason pump-and-dumps and Ponzi schemes have taken root in crypto trading. 
People simply do not know enough about trading to make smart decisions.

You don’t want to be around uninformed people, simply because you’ll find being asked for 
advice. They’ll follow your lead, and you may end up leading them down the path to ruin. 
While they are ultimately responsible for their own choices, it’s still something that may 
weigh heavily on your conscience. Talk crypto only with those who know their stuff. As an 
added bonus, informed compatriots will help you make smarter investments compared to 
those who know little. (Join my free group. We have a wide range of informed people in it)

Diversifying your Crypto Currency portfolio is often a good idea. It keeps you 
from putting all your eggs in one basket, and allows you to profit from more 
coins as a whole. However, just because you have the money to spend doesn’t 
mean that you should.

While constant diversification is a good idea in traditional investing, crypto currencies are 
a different beast. There’s only one good reason to diversify, and it’s because another coin 
shows signs of being profitable on the horizon. Don’t buy coins just to have more to hold. 
That’s essentially gambling, not trading. Get currencies that have solid technology and 
great teams backing them - then commit fully. If you’re not sure about a coin, don’t invest.

Don’t Get Caught Up in the Rollercoaster

Be with Informed People

Diversifying Isn’t Always Correct
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Nothing in Crypto Currency is immediate. While it looks like Bitcoin rose in 
value overnight, looking at its history indicates that this simply isn’t so. It 
rose and dropped numerous times over its history, and nothing in 2018 indi-
cates that this trend is going to change for Bitcoin or alt coins. Investing has 
never been for people who need money fast. It’s for people who look to the 
horizon and can wait for the money to roll in.

When investing in a Crypto Currency, keep your eye on the long-term. Short-term gains 
are rare and often needlessly risky. Focus on actual investments instead of “get rich quick” 
strategies, and you’ll keep your financial future bright.

Look to the Horizon

Most people know enough about Crypto Currency to do their basic research 
before investing in something. They know to read white papers, and to study 
the team behind the technology. Unfortunately, that’s where most research 
ends. Once they invest in the coin, they take their hands off the wheel and 
only make a move when the market prompts them.

This kind of approach can work out, but it’s incredibly inefficient and dangerous. The 
one time you don’t check the Exchange may be the time your stop order accidentally 
sells your coins right before a big spike in value. What you should do is to keep reading. 
Never stop learning more about coins, whether it’s something you’ve invested in or not. 
Staying informed makes smart decisions easier. For example, if a new coin threatens to 
make your current investment obsolete, you can prepare to sell out and reinvest before 
it is too late, maximising profit.

Many people aren’t fortunate enough to land jobs that they love, and that’s 
OK. People have responsibilities, and they need to put food on the table. 
Unfortunately, their desire to quit might take over and dominate all their 
financial decisions. Normally, nothing can turn that desire into action, but 
when something as potentially as crypto currencies crosses their mind, they 
may end up making poor decisions.

Don’t quit your day job just because you think a coin is a sure thing. Nothing in Crypto 
Currency is a sure thing. What looks good one day can be usurped or crash the next. 
Additionally, investments are long-term plans. You won’t get returns in a week, or even 
a few months. While you’re waiting for things to roll in, you’ll need food and shelter, and 
having a steady income lets that happen.

Never Stop Reading

Keep Working
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The primary purpose of investing your money is to increase your value. 
Unfortunately, most crypto currencies are not accepted as legal tender in 
many institutions. This makes it difficult to actually utilise any value your 
coins gain. If you actually want to use your Crypto Currency gains, you’ll 
need to compare your coin’s value to the fiat currencies of your choice. Tra-
ditionally, this means the US dollar.

However, for many people around the world, crypto cannot be converted directly to the 
right currency, save for a few select coins like Bitcoin. If you’re in that position, you may 
also need to compare your coin’s value to Bitcoin to ensure that if the time arrives that 
you’re getting the profit you think you are. It’s an added step, but a valuable one if you 
actually want to get your money.

Unless you’re already wealthy or have enough play money to make big moves, you won’t 
have enough money to make meaningful investments. You will need to set aside money 
each month to build and diversify your portfolio. For many people, 10 to 20 percent 
is often an acceptable number. That will often give you enough room to pay for your 
monthly necessities, and give you money to invest.

If you’re very lucky and play your cards right, you can end up making money 
on your investments. It might not bring you complete financial stability, 
but seeing that much money can drive even the most normally stable peo-
ple to make poor decisions. People can end up going on a shopping spree. 
Uncontrolled, this can end up crippling your investment capital. What 
should have been a path to actual wealth just dissolved into whatever you 
chose to buy.

So rein in those urges. There’s absolutely nothing wrong with taking care of yourself 
every now and then, but you must focus on the big picture. Spend a little on yourself 
whenever you make a profit, but spend the majority of it reinvesting in up-and-coming 
coins. It might hurt sometimes, but all of it will be worth it if your plans pay off.
Investing in Crypto Currency can be a tricky endeavour. Getting in is relatively simple, 
but actually making a profit takes a lot of finesse, smarts, and preparation. While these 
are far from the only tricks and tips you should utilise, these should get you and anyone 
who wants to invest off to a great start.

Compare Coin Value to Bitcoin and Fiat Currencies

Set Aside Part of Your Monthly Income to Constantly Invest

Reign in Your Urges
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The Future 
of Money Is 
Digital 
Currency
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REASONS TO INVEST IN 
Crypto Currency

1

2

3

4

The upside potential is huge. There is plenty of downside risk in the Crypto Currency 
market, but the upside could be just as large. If the enormous gains on the Bitcoin market 
repeat themselves in other crypto currencies, even a small investment could someday 
be worth a fortune.

Watching the price swings can be fun. As long as your investment is a small and sensible 
one, you might actually enjoy those wild price swings. Few investments have been as 
volatile, or as fascinating to watch, as the Crypto Currency market.

It provides the fun of gambling without visiting the casino. In many ways, Crypto Currency 
is more of a speculation than a traditional investment. As long as you are OK with that, 
gambling in the Crypto Currency market could be a lot of fun - and a less costly substitute 
for the local casino.

Adding Crypto Currency can help diversify your portfolio. Diversifying your portfolio is 
important, and every new asset class you add raises the diversification factor even more.

The Crypto Currency market is hot right now, and many newcomers are taking notice. 
If you have been curious about how these virtual coins work and what they have to 
offer, you might want to give this brave new world a try.

Here are 10 reasons to consider adding Crypto Currency to your investment strategy:

5
There are thousands of crypto currencies to choose from. If you do not want to stick to 
the big players, you can find thousands of other options, from tiny startups you might 
not have heard of to relatively established virtual coins.
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6

7

8

9

10

Investing is getting easier. Investing in crypto currencies used to be difficult and 
complicated, but it is getting easier. That lower barrier to entry could also make 
established crypto currencies more attractive and potentially more valuable.

You can start small. You do not have to buy an entire Bitcoin to get started. You can buy 
fractional shares in most major crypto currencies, making it easy to start with a very 
small amount of money.

The blockchain is here to stay. Investing in Crypto Currency is a great way to reap the 
power of the blockchain. No matter what happens in the future, experts agree that 
blockchain technology is here to stay, and that it is already changing the world.

It can be a great learning experience. Having some skin in the game can make learning 
about crypto currencies more fun. If you have always wanted to know more about the 
blockchain technology that makes crypto currencies possible, why not invest some real 
cash?

You can stop anytime. If your Crypto Currency experiment does not work out the way you 
expected, you can cut your losses and cash out. Whether you cash out all your holdings 
or just take some profits off the table, you can end your Crypto Currency experiment 
any time you like.

The world of Crypto Currency is a fascinating place to be, and there are many reasons 
to get started. Whether you want to diversify your portfolio, stake out a place in the 
future of technology or just have some fun, there are plenty of reasons to invest in your 
favourite crypto currencies.

CRYPTO STARTER MANUAL REASONS TO INVEST IN Crypto Currency



70

  

PROFITABLE CRYPTO 
CURRENCY TRADING

There are plenty of occasions 
when the saying “Go Big or 
Go Home” doesn’t apply, and 
Crypto Currency trading is 
one such occasion, especially 
if you’re a beginner. While big 
investments may mean big 
profit, it also often exposes 
you to unnecessary risk. Bitcoin 
and its ilk are well known for 
their volatile nature, so start 
things off by dipping your toes 
in the water. Learn how the 
coin behaves, and from there, 
choose your overall strategy.

It ’s important to take things 
slow. While most coins tie 
to Bitcoin’s value, more and 
more every day are branching 
out. There’s a lot to learn, and 
a small investment can yield 
much regarding lessons and 
best practices. Once you have a 
better handle on things, you can 
start making more significant 
moves.

Bitcoin might be the star of the 
show, but it’s far from the only 
coin you should watch. Alt coins 
of all kinds, each with a distinct 
value and technology to offer 
the world, are everywhere. All 
you need to do is to find them 
and invest in them. However, 
this is far easier said than done.

Finding one that’s worthy of 
your time and investment will 
take effort. You need to do the 
research, and judge whether 
the crypto firm’s technology, as 
well as the team, have what it 
takes to take off. It can seem like 
a hassle, but this will keep you 
from putting all your proverbial 
eggs in one basket and keep 
you safe from a coin’s sudden 
demise.

The battle-cry of the Crypto 
Currency investment community 
is to hold or “HODL.” Traders 
adopted the term, which came 
from a misspelled post and 
has come to mean “Hold On 
for Dear Life.” This advice is 
wise, especially since as of 
2018 the world is still in the 
early adoption phase, and thus 
upward growth is still entirely 
possible. However, that doesn’t 
mean you should sit back and 
twiddle your thumbs.

You don’t make a profit until you 
cash out, and that’s something 
you should regularly do. If a coin 
takes off, but you think the spike 
won’t last, it ’s often a smart 
decision to sell and buy back in 
when the currency stabilises. 
That way, you get something 
out of it without sacrificing your 
position.

START SMALL
DIVERSIFY 
INTELLIGENTLY

CASH OUT 
REGULARLY

Here are 10 commandments you should know and take to heart:

1 2 3
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Many people will opt to keep 
their crypto currencies on 
exchange wallets, which is 
fine if you’re planning on day 
trading. In relation to safety, it’s 
also more convenient. That is 
because only on Exchanges can 
you set something important: 
stop-loss points, which are as 
the name implies. If a coin drops 
below a value set by you, the 
Exchange will automatically sell 
your coins, keeping you from 
losing too much money.

The point you set depends 
mainly on the coin’s history 
and your buy-in cost. Initially, 
once the currency has gained 
value, you’ll likely want to set 
the stop-loss point at your 
buy-in price to make sure you 
don’t lose money. Eventually, 
you will want to set it at target 
profit points, so you don’t get 
caught off guard by a dip.

However, just because you have 
stop-loss orders doesn’t mean 
you should stop monitoring 
your  investments .  Seeing 
your stop-loss order trigger 
sets you up for a valuable 
opportunity. If you think the dip 
is temporary, you can use the 
profit guaranteed by the orders 
to repurchase your coins at a 
discount, once it’s hit a value 
with which you’re comfortable.

Investments should never be 
done emotionally, but millions 
of people around the world 
let their hearts lead instead of 
their minds every day. For the 
most part, this is due to fear, 
i.e., fear of missing out. They 
see a coin start shooting up, 
and their greed provokes an 
investment. Most of the time, 
this results in them buying at a 
high point, which often results 
in a guaranteed loss.

An excellent example of this is 
anyone who bought into Bitcoin 
at around the US $15k range at 
the beginning of 2018. While 
they may have gotten some 
profit from it, many instead 
incurred losses as the coin 
dropped to US $7k at the start 
of April 2018. The lesson here 
is not to let emotions lead the 
way. Instead, study the coin’s 
history and see if you’re buying 
at a peak, or if it still has room 
to grow. Keep your head on your 
shoulders, and you’ll be fine.

It’s a hard pill to swallow, but 
it doesn’t matter how smart 
you are or how promising your 
Crypto Currency investment 
looks; anything can lose value 
at any time. The technology 
behind it might prove faulty, 
or something might make it 
obsolete. The fact is you can 
do everything well, make no 
mistakes, and still end up failing. 

There are no guarantees in 
investments, whether crypto 
or traditional. If you invest 
anything, only invest what 
you can afford to lose. That 
means you shouldn’t take out 
a mortgage, and you definitely 
shouldn’t spend your college 
fund on coins that look like sure 
things. There are no sure things. 
Keep yourself safe, and you 
won’t regret becoming a trader.

MANAGE 
YOUR FEAR OF 
MISSING OUT

SET STOP-LOSS 
POINTS

INVEST 
NO MORE THAN 
YOU CAN LOSE

HODL
KEEP CALM AND

4 5 6

CRYPTO STARTER MANUAL PROFITABLE Crypto Currency TRADING
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Hype is powerful. Excitement 
can drag the intelligence out 
of you and leave you with 
trembling hands and the need 
to invest in something which 
you know nothing about. It’s a 
dangerous urge that you need 
to manage. Fortunately, one of 
the best ways to combat hype 
and excitement is knowledge. 
The more you know, the less 
prone you are to being swayed 
by the crowd.

What you can use hype for is 
to determine what to research 
next. If people are talking 
about a new alt coin, study 
it. See if what they’re saying 
has value. Look at the coin’s 
history, its technology, and its 
numbers, within context. If it 
all holds up, then it might be 
a good investment. Otherwise, 
continue on your merry way.

Scams are everywhere, and 
regulation won’t stop them, 
only change their nature and 
frequency. Pump-and-dumps 
are a common occurrence, as 
well as Ponzi schemes. While 
they’ve been historically easy to 
spot with a little research, that 
won’t last forever. Eventually, 
scammers will step up their 
game, change their approach, 
and become difficult to detect.

The sooner you learn how 
to spot the warning signs of 
a crypto scam, the sooner 
you’ll be able to trade safely. 
Research goes a long way. For 
example, looking at the history 
of a coin can tell if you if it’s a 
pump-and-dump. Unrealistic 
claims, on the other hand, can 
tell you if something is a Ponzi 
scheme. Keep judging coins on 
their actual merits rather than 
their supposed potential profit, 
and you’ll keep making smart 
decisions.

Staying informed is the best 
way to get ahead of the pack, 
and fortunately, the financial 
world is obsessed with crypto 
currencies. Every day, there’s 
something to report, and most 
of the time, you should be 
listening. Keeping your finger 
on the pulse can yield surprising 
results, from informing your 
decisions, to telling you which 
outlets are trustworthy.

Of particular interest should be 
big events. Announcements from 
governments or partnerships 
between a coin and a well-
established institution can 
drastically affect a coin’s value. 
An excellent example of this is 
when the Chinese Central Bank 
banned initial coin offerings 
in September 2017. In just 
ten short days, Bitcoin lost US 
$1,000 worth of value.

BE INFORMED
LEARN TO 
SPOT SCAMS

FOLLOW 
THE NEWS7 8 9

CRYPTO STARTER MANUAL
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When investors consider putting money into a startup, they don’t 
look at the product and its viability. They look at the people working 
at the company. If they don’t think the team can execute the 
technology, they go elsewhere. That’s because a good idea isn’t 
enough for success. It needs a competent group of people to pull it 
off; the same can apply to crypto currencies.

Crypto currencies are in many ways like startups. Their value, not 
based only on public opinion, depends on the technology and the 
potential they can offer the world. So before you invest any amount 
into a coin, learn about the people behind it. Read up on their 
engineers, as well as its CEO. If it holds up, then you should consider 
investing in the coin.

Investing in crypto currencies like Bitcoin and Ripple can be 
profitable, but only if done correctly. 

These commandments can help you make smart and informed 
decisions, maximising potential profit and limiting mistakes. Once 
you’ve gotten more experience, you can then start crafting your own 
rules and start on the path to financial independence.

STUDY THE TEAM BEHIND A COIN10

PROFITABLE Crypto Currency TRADING
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ANALYSING CRYPTO
CURRENCY TRENDS

Regardless of the industry, technical analysis has three fundamental 
assumptions. First, it assumes that the market discounts all aspects 
of a company - mainly, that the stock’s price already got keyed in, and 
no outside factors will influence the price other than already existing 
trends. The second assumption is that prices move in patterns. If 
a stock is becoming more expensive, it’s likely to continue its rise 
in price rather than cycle randomly. Technical analysis assumes 
these trends exist in the short-term, medium-term, and long-term. 
Finally, this analysis assumes that history repeats itself. If a pattern 
is happening today that happened thirty years ago, it’s likely to 
continue following that same pattern.

Understanding these three basic assumptions will let you view any 
Crypto Currency’s charts with relative objectivity. If you see a short-
term trend, you can assume that the trend will continue. However, 
the assumption that prices are set in stone is not necessarily true 
of crypto currencies, as they are somewhat more susceptible to 
outside factors than most stocks.

Understanding the Crypto Currency market is not an easy task. From the multitude of 
different coins on the market to the technology behind the blockchain, the number 
of subjects you have to learn about to read the market accurately is beyond human 
capability. Though the blockchain technology behind crypto currencies like Bitcoin and 
Ripple is new and the market is confusing, the concepts you need to understand to see 
specific crypto trends are deeply rooted in the age-old method of technical analysis. 

Here are some of the essential ideas of Crypto Currency technical analysis that you 
should know:

THE ASSUMPTIONS

Once you understand the assumptions of technical analysis, you can 
start to delve into the specifics of trends, of which there are three 
kinds: uptrends, where the price is steadily increasing; downtrends, 
where the rate is steadily decreasing; and horizontal trends, where 
there is an absence of either of the previous patterns. These three 
trends can occur over different periods: short-term trends happen 
at a scale of less than one month; medium-term trends between 
one and three months; and long-term trends over the course of a 
year (or multiple years).

TRENDS
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Trends increase in robustness - the likelihood that the trend is going 
to continue - the longer the trend has already been occurring. For 
example, if an uptrend has only been happening for a few hours, 
it would not be wise to declare the trend will continue for another 
year. However, if that uptrend had been occurring for six months, 
it would be more likely that the trend would continue. Since crypto 
currencies are traded at all hours of the day and are more commonly 
traded by computers than people, short-term trends are used to 
predict trades more than long-term trends. With that in mind, you 
can still use long-term trends to predict longer-term investment 
choices in specific crypto currencies.

You may have seen the term “SMA” pop up on trading platforms 
before - but what does it mean? This term is an acronym for a Simple 
Moving Average, the calculated sum of closing prices over a specific 
period divided by the days in that term. Crypto currencies never 
close as stocks do, so SMAs for crypto currencies generally use 
midnight of your timezone as closing time for calculations. SMAs 
are useful for picking apart specific trends in price that you may 
not see otherwise.

Traders have created more advanced moving average formulas to 
counteract some of the flaws in SMAs. In SMAs, something that 
happened 50 days ago in your 50-day SMA has the same impact 
on the average as something that happened yesterday. That is not 
necessarily representative of the current trend. The Exponential 
Moving Average, or EMA, has become an industry standard to make 
newer data more critical in predictions and models than older data.

You can use both SMA and EMA to see if buying a particular coin is 
wise. They can be used to identify where support and resistance for 
a trend is, and can also be used to predict when the trend will end. 
The nuances of these moving averages are incredibly complex, but 
knowing they exist helps when deciding on specific coins to follow.

These three concepts are just a few of the many aspects of technical 
analysis that you can use to make more informed trading decisions. 
By using technical analysis, you can be more objective in your trades 
rather than pursuing hype generated by other traders. Keeping these 
concepts in mind will keep you sharp, and learning more about both 
technical and fundamental analysis will make you a more intelligent 
investor.

MOVING AVERAGES

CRYPTO STARTER MANUAL ANALYSING Crypto Currency TRENDS
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Another advantage of accepting 
Bitcoin is if you put out a press 
release mentioning this, you are 
likely to get picked up by many 
of the crypto news outlets which 
will drive more traffic to your 
site and business.

TIP

ACCEPTING CRYPTO
If you run an online or bricks and mortar business of any kind, you should accept 
Bitcoin and other alternative coins. It makes sense to add it as an acceptable means 
of payment. Both systems I am telling you about allow you to chose what percentage 
of crypto you hold, if any. You can keep 100% of your payments in crypto or chose 
a percentage to convert instantly to fiat money and crypto.

CONSIDER 
TAKING BITCOIN 
PAYMENTS AND 
KEEP HOLD OF 

THE BITCOIN. USE 
IT AS A SAVINGS 

ACCOUNT.
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One of the best solutions to accept Bitcoins on 
your website is BitPay. If you run a Wordpress 
site they have a plugin you can easily install 
to get up and running. This company has gone 
from strength to strength over the last few 
years and are working with some of the top 
companies, worldwide, to get Bitcoin accepted 
online by as many websites as possible. Some 
of the benefits of using BitPay are:

BITPAY
CoinPayments is another option to use for your 
business. The main reason to use them is that 
they accept over 840 different crypto currencies. 
They have over 2,200,000 vendors across 182 
different countries. Their system works pretty 
much like BitPay but for over 800 different coins, 
including Bitcoin.

Sign up to CoinPayments here
https://go.blockenomics.com/coinpayments

COINPAYMENTS

So, as you can see, the entire crypto industry has massive potential to change the world as we 
know it. But, like many great opportunities, there are so many other things you can get involved in 
too. What ever you decide will work best for you is entirely up to you. It could be mining, buying 
and holding crypto, trading or offering products and services in exchange for Crypto Currency. 
Whatever you decide you should just get involved! And now! I think 2019 and beyond will see 
even more exciting times for the use of crypto currencies and blockchain.

THE POTENTIAL

IT’S ALL ABOUT TAKING 
ACTION AND GET GOING!

CRYPTO STARTER MANUAL ACCEPTING CRYPTO
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GET GOING
So here is a summary of what you need to do 
to get going:

CHOOSE A COIN
GET A WALLET
SIGN UP TO AN EXCHANGE
BUY YOUR FIRST CRYPTO
HODL OR TRADE
JOIN MY FREE INNER CIRCLE GROUP FOR MORE 

RESOURCES, HELP AND NEWS AT: 
B L O C K E N O M I C S .
CO M / I N N E R C I R C L E 
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PHOTO HERE
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RESOURCES

Bitcoinity is one of the best charting sites out there.

Check out where Bitcoin is flowing, worldwide, in real time.

Trade over 45 different Exchanges instantly using coinigy.com.

Get the current news from all of the best Cryptcurrency news sites at: Digital Money Times. 

BITCOINITY

FIAT LEAK 

COINIGY

DIGITAL MONEY TIMES

I have included some useful resources for you to continue your crypto journey:

https://go.blockenomics.com/bitmarkets

https://go.blockenomics.com/fiatleak

https://go.blockenomics.com/coinigy

https://go.blockenomics.com/digitalmoneytimes
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Blockenomics.com/innercircle

FREE ACCESS TO 
MY INNER CIRCLE GROUP
We have created a group of crypto enthusiasts and people who want 
to do more with crypto. The group is free to join and updated with the 
latest news and insights daily. Join now for free at:
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IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO CONTACT ME THE BEST 
WAYS ARE:

TWITTER twitter.com/marklyford

BLOCKENOMICS GROUP: 
You can message me direct in the group. Join at 
Blockenomics.com/innercircle

Be sure to check your email regularly as we 
will be updating this manual and be sending 
those updates out via email.

CREATED BY :

MORE INFO / CONTACT
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Mark Lyford


